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TO GRAM



JANUARY
Suhdn;!
T wish T4 started keePihg a Jaur’hnl a lot earlier
on, because w}\oever eh&s vp wri+ih3 "'}" biogr‘a‘)l\y
IS gonha hn\re a lot of quesﬁahs about my life in

+he years leadihg up to middle school.

Luckily, T remember Just about tvtrpz-l‘Hhs that's
hnﬂaehe& ‘o me since 'I was born. Ih fnc-l', I
can even remember stuff that hn\)?ehe& ‘o me

BEFORE T was born.

Back in those clnys it was Ju5+ me swimmr'hs around
n the c}nr’k, &oihﬂ bnckﬂi\as and -l'nkihs naps

whahever I wah-l'ed.




'ﬂ‘\eh one cln w}\eh 'I: was in H‘\e mi&dh of
a r‘en”y Somf’hn‘:, I 30+ woken up 1?/ H‘\ese

5+rah3f: hoises tomiha -From 'H‘\e: outsige.

ATl rr

o

At the time T didnt know what the heck T was
henﬁhﬂ, but later on T found out it was Mom
PEPihﬂ N music -I'hraua"\ these SPenktr’S she Pu-l' on
her belly.

..... EJ"

E_
- =

T guess Mom -l'}wausln-l' £ she Plnyt& classical music
for me e\fery &d)’ before T was born, it would turn
me ihto Some kEhcl of sthEus.
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ﬂwose sPenkerS came wi-l']n a mEtraP]nohe, nh& wheh
Mom wash+ Pld)’;hﬂ music, she was +el|ih3 me
e\ftrfl'Hhs that was going o in Ker life.

...AND THEN MOMMY WENT
TO THE STORE, WHERE SHE

BOUGHT YOU AN ADORABLE

BLUE HAT WITH LITTLE
DUCKLINGS ON IT!

Ah& w}neh Dn& came hame 1crom work, Mom wau|&
have him give me a blaw-by—blow of HIS &n?f.

...SO THEN I TOLD BILL, “1 DID

SIGN THE BOTTOM OF THE 1044,”
AND I FLIPPED THE PAPER OVER
SO HE COULD SEE FOR HIMSELF.




But that wasnt the end of it. E‘very night, Mom
would read o me for a half hour before she went
‘o btc}.

™R. LIMBKINS, I BEG
YOUR PARDON, SIR!
OLIVER TWIST HAS
ASKED FOR MORE!"

The Problem S, my slee? schedule didgnt line vp
with Moms. So when she was sleePEhs, T4 be

wi cle nwnka.

T nc-l'un”)/ wish T4 ?n[& more attention when Mom
was rcn&?hs ‘o me, +\'\au3)[1.

L|.



Last week in school we had a pop quiz oh a book,
and T hadn+ read i+ ye-l'. T was Pre-H‘?/ sure Mom
re.a& -l'hdrl‘ one to me before I was bar’h, bot I
couldnt remember any of the details.

42. What does %
Oliver Twist ask

for that gets him

in trouble? \

T guess +he week Mom was ren&r‘hs +hat book, T
was busy &a?h& SGrneﬂ'\ihs else.

The crazy -H\ihﬂ is, Mom didnt+ NEED 4o use the

mICro haht 'Far' me to ‘\tar }\er’.
P



T mean, T was INSIDE of her, so T could hear
e‘var;z word she said whether T wanted to or not.

I CRAVE PICKLES,
BUT I CAN'T EAT
THEM BECAUSE THEY
MAKE ME GASSY!

DO T REALLY
NEED TO BE
HEARING
THIS?
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T could also hear \juﬁ' abovt EVERYTHING
that was lnnPPehihs on the outside. So when
Mom duhcl Dn& 30'1‘ all HUS}‘]Y, I "\n& +o listen +o
THAT, +oo.




T Ve never renlly fel+ comfortable when people are
acting affectionate around me, ESPECIALLY
when it's rnpz Pnr’th-i's. T +ried to Se-l‘ them +o
s-i'a?, but -H\ey never 30-1' -H\e message.

Ih -Fn:-}‘, everyﬂxiha I +rif:cl \juﬁ seemecl to
make +Hh35 WORSE.

EVERY TIME
WE KISS,
I FEEL A

LITTLE KICK!




After a few months of living like this, T had to
3'3+ out of -’rhert, and that's why T was born
three weeks early. But after btihs hit b)f the cold
air and the blihj:hs lish'fs of the clelhfe:ry room,
T wished Ilcl\jus-i' 5-1':17&& Pu-l'.

PUT ME )
BACK! )
s B A ;‘:‘l.

0

T

B}/ the time T came into the world, T was +a+nl|7
slee? &ePri\te& and in a renlly |au57 mood. So if you
ever see a Pir.-l'ure of a hewborh, how you know

why -1'}1&7 nlwa?fs look ticked off.

Introducing
our little
bundle of joy

5 pounds,
7 ounces




Th fact, T STILL Kavent cnush-l' up oh the
sleeP T missed, and believe me, T ve been -I'r?fihs.

_~

E.Ver since I was barh, I‘\ft -I'rie;& to re-create
+he feelihs T had way back when T was ﬂan-h'hs
around in the dark, thP?f as could be.




But when 7ou‘re lE?Ehs in a house with four other
PeaPle, some ool is nlwnyﬁ gonna come nloh3 and
ruin '1'}\[?135 for )(au.

T met my older brother, Rodrick, a few Jays after
T was born. U? to that point T +hou3}~.+ T was
an ohly child, so T was Pre-H)/ &EsnPPoihﬂ& to
find ovt T wasnt.
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M)’ family was living in a rtnlly small apartment
back -Hweh, and 1 had to share a room with
Rodrick. He got the crib, so for the first few
months of my life T had 4o sleep in the top
dresser clrnwen which T'm Pre-l‘-l'?r sure isht
even legal.

E.vth'l'ua“?f, Dad moved his work stuff out of the
room he was usih‘g as an office and made it into a
huritrpz. T 30'1’ Rodrick’s old cr‘ib, and he 301‘ a
hew bﬂ&.

Almost EVERYTHING T had back in those &a?rs

was a hand-me-down from Rodrick.
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B)/ -ﬂne +ime 50me+Hh3 came to me, it was eH‘lne;r
worh-out or cah‘er’e& in slobber.

00,

€ ven my PACIFIER was a hand-me-down from
Rodrick. T dont think Ke was ren&y ‘o si\fe it

Up, +}~.au3}~., which rnESh'l' ex?lai‘n why Ke's never
renlly liked me.
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T+ was Just the four of us for a lohs +ime,

and then one day Mom told me she was gonha
have another bni/y. T was 3|n& she gave me the
hea&i-uP so 1 could be rea&y.

THE UPSTAIRS
BATHROOM 1S

MINE'

‘ o]
i = =

When my little brother, Mnhh?f came nlahﬁ,
everyboc}y -l‘lnaush-i' he was so cute. But what
-ﬂwey don+ +ell you about babies is that after

-’rhe:)/ re borh, -H'\e)( h:we -H'ns black stub on -l'hr:rr

bally button where the umbilical cord was +ied off.

e
- /. 7 - /
7o —Y7 > 7

|.I/¢\I||||||l II\
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Eveh-l'unll)z, the stub dries vp and falls off, and
+he {an?f has a reaulnr-loakEhﬂ belly button. The
-I'th S, haba&;f ever FOUND Mnhhpzjs stub.
And o this &ay T'm still paranoid it's gonna

shaw UP SONEW}“\EY'E.

STOP PICKING
AT YOUR FOOD!

w}\ah 1 was d he.wbar'n, Mom Pu+ me in front of ﬂ\e
TV for an hour a &d«}( +o watch educational videos.
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T dont know if those videos nc-t'unlly made me
nhy smarter, but at least T was smart ehou\g}\ +to

{Eﬂure out how o Pu-l' on Samt:'l‘Hhs T WANTED
to watch.

_J

I AL SO Figurec{ out haw +o remove -I']ne. batteries
'Fram ‘I‘lnt remote so ho one cauH turn 'l'he

educational videos back ON.

WHY ISN'T
THIS THING
WORKING?

15



But when }(au’re a bnl}y, you cant renll;z get around
a lot, so there was uhl?f onhe Plnce T could hide
-H\e batteries.

HOW DID
THESE GET IN
HERE AGAIN?

. '-i_—
—_— ...!l!l'_'lL.—J _’ =

T +hink Mom shouldve let me crawl around on the
floor more when T was little, because T was WAY
behind the other kids in my P|a73rouP when it
came +to the Physicnl stuff. While +he others were
sitting up and couch 5ur1cih3, T was still warkihﬂ
on li-F'Hhs rn?/ head off the srauh&.




Then one &47 Mom bausln-l' me this ‘l']nihg called a
"Bnby Adventures Action Walker,” which was +he
first thing T ever got that Rodrick didnt have

{)E;‘FO re me.

The Action Walker was AWESOME. T+ had a
million lit+tle 3“&SE+5 P{au could entertain yaursel'F

with, Plus a cup Nolder.

But the best +)n;h3 about it was T could get

nhyw’nere T needed o g0 without nc-l'unll)z \wn\n’hﬂ
+o WALK,

17



j: cauld tell ‘I'}\a.‘l' w}\eh I was in m?f Bnb?f A&veh‘rur'ﬂs
Action Walker, all my li+te ?l‘“)@m”? friends felt
like c}\urn?s.

But then Mom read in some parenting magazine
that it wasnt a soa& idea o use babf walkers,
because kids wouldnt &e\ftlo\a the ris]n-i' muscles
+o walk on their own. So Mom returned +he
Action Walker 4o the store, and T was back

+o square ohe.

T+ took a long time, but eventually T DID

learn to walk. And before T knew i+, T was in
?reschaal.

13



T was ho?Ehﬂ T'd have a head start over +he
other kids because of all the work Mom had put
in with the classical music and the educational
DVDS, but 'H'\e a'ﬂ'\er moms must Ve clahe '1'}'11:'['
stuff, too, because the competition in Presc}\ml
waS Pre-H')/ stiff.

T meah, ?fau had kids in there who knew how

+o use buttons and zippers, when T could {Jnrely
1ci3ure out how o Pu“ off m?l mittens without he|\)
1cr'arn d srawh—uP.

_ Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff' G

A few of my classmates could write their own hames,
and one or two could count all the way to fif-l‘?/.
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T knew T couldnt keep vp, So T decided to
+r>/ and slow e:w:ryohr: else down b}f -Fee&ihs +them

bad information.

M){ ?lah kind of backfired, -l'%auah, and my
Preschoal teacher +old Mom T wasn+ |eurhih3 my
colors and sha?as like the other kids. But Mom

sm’& I was Smart nh& -H\n-l' mnybe -t'he Problern was
I wasn + {JEEhS CHALLENGED ehau&h.

So Mom m‘.'l'ua“)/ took me out of Pr&schad ah& hn&
me SKIP a arncle, ‘o kih&arsnr-l'eh. But that

decision was a total disaster.

20



The kids in kih&ersar-l'eh seemed like GIANTS +o
me, and -I'ha?/ knew how to do stuff like cut with
scissors and color inside the lines.

3.Be +ol
U 4. Userggmcmanners |J

T didnt even make it a whole &ny n kih&ersnrﬂh
before ﬂ'\e +¢dc"\er }\ad 1o call Mom to come 3&‘[‘ me.

'n'\e hext cln}/ Mom br’ousl'ﬁ' me back +o ?resd'\aal
and asked the teacher if T could have rn}/ cubby
back. T Just hoPt your academic record doesnt
follow you around, because i+ miﬂ}v’r be +ou3¥\ for
me Yo get a saa& J'o{) later on if PeoPh find out
T was a kih&ersnr-l'th &ra\)au-l'.
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Moh&d«;

Tm Pre-Hy sure Mom decided +that whatever she
tried with me when T was little didn* work out,
because she’s -I'nkEhs a -I'a-l'auy different nP?rancln
with Mnhhy.

For starters, Mom ?reH'y much lets Mnhhyf watch
whatever he wants on TV. So he ktePs it on
this show called “The Shur?h.sﬁ +weh+>f-1faur
hours a cln)f.

GROOPLE BLOP
POP. BOP BOP?

T 4ried to watch “The ShurPlesn a few times, but
T had NO idea what was goihg oh. The Shur\ales
Kave their own lnhsunsa that T guess ohly +hree-

)ftnr—olcls cah understand.
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After Mnhhy watches the show, he gets
frustrated when no one in our fam?ly can
uh&trﬁ'd«h& ]nim.

But the other &ny Mom read an article in the
newspaper +hat said wn-l‘c}\;hs "ﬂ\e Shur\)lesn
dm-l'mll)f sets kids back about a 7&4r with their

|ah3un3e &e\tela\)meh-l' and messes up +heir social
Skius, too.
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Well, +hat ex?lnEhs a lot. Mahh;z doesnt have nh?f
real friends, and whenever Mom holds ?lnyﬂraup
at our hause, Mnhh?/ 1S 'H\e ah|7 ohe w}m &aeﬁh"l'
interact with the other kids.

T think part of the issve is that Mnhhy doesnt
like to share his -1'0)/5. So when kids come over,
Mnhhy locks himsel{ inside our old &os Sweetie's

exercise pen and keePs his -1'075 all to himsel{.

1
S
| :

And whenever Mom tries 1o get Mnhhy to Pln;f
with other kids on his OWN, i+ backfires.
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A-l' our dwrc}\ -l'he?z hdﬁft -I'HS hew ‘l']nihs wher&
-I'\we?r send all the little kids down 4o the basement
&urihﬂ the service so -H\e)/ can Pla)f and color.

But the first time Mom dropped Manny off
clowhs-hirs, there was ohbf one other kid in the
?147 area, and he told Mahhy he was a Vampire.

T felt a little bad for Mnhhy becavse T had o
deal with a seary kid when T was his age, *oo.
T was stuck in Preschoal with this ba?/ named

Br’n&lt)f w]na -l'errariz,t& me t‘ver')/ c]nnhtt ht 30'[’.

RAAARHY

i)
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T +old Mom about Brn&|e7 every cld.)( when T came
)narﬂe, and said T didnt want to 90 to school
anymore. But that summer Brncllty and his fam}ly
moved away, so the ProHern took care of itself.

After Br’n&lty moved, Mom wrote a s-l'ory called
“Bad Brn&ley,“ about a kid who nlwn)fs misbehaves.
Brnc“ey was a bad kid in real life, but in Moms
version he was Pre-H')/ much the devil.

—

Do not bite
the teacher,
Bradley.

Biting the
teacher 1s not
allowed!

T +hink Mom was nc-l'unll?z gonha -I'r)f and get her
stor ?ublislntcL but Br’n&lt)f and his fnmEly moved
BACK into our he§3)n{)or)noa& +he next SPﬁhS, so
she had o scrap t.
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YOU REMEMBER

BRADLEY,
DON'T YOU?

Even '1'}\01:3\‘\ Mom never sa'l' her Bad Br‘uc“ey

5-1'017 Pubhshe&, she used i+ to teach Mnhh;; about
Kow youre SUPPase& to behave in Preschool. And T
-ﬂ-ﬁhz that's one of the reasons Mnhh)f is so afraid

of other kids his age.
o

“DON'T POKE YOUR
THUMB IN THAT
| | ' ‘ CHILD'S EYE,

BRADLEY!

|
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Mnhh)/ may hot have any REAL friends, but
he has a bunch of IMAGINARY ones. Tve
kind of lost count of them all, but the names T
can remember are Joey, Petey, Dd.'nhy, Charles

Tribble, The Other Charles Tribble, T;hy Jim,
and J-olnhhy Cheddar.

T don+t know how Mnhh;z came up with all those
fake friends, but believe me, to him -I'lnty’re
REAL. One time Mnhh)f took all his img?hnr)f
friends to the grocery store and had a total

meltdown when Mom suPPaieély lef+ Charles
Tn'bblc bt‘\ih& n -’r}\e frozen foods aisle.

Sometimes T wonder if Mnhhpz made up his
$ma}hnr7 friends so he could get stuff like extra
cle.ssar-l' after &Ehher.

28



Mom says if we tell Mnhh;z his so-called friends
arent real, he could be “traumatized.” So we Just
*‘\nve o 90 nlohﬂ wE'l'h it.

I\jui'l‘ }\OPE he grows out of this soon, because

t's getting kind of ridiculous. Sometimes T have to
wait until all of Mahhfs imaEhnry friends are done
usihﬂ the bathroom before T can 3&'1‘ n.

HURRY UP
IN THERE!

29



Ln-h*.l)z, Mnhh?f has been Hd«mihs +Hh35 he does
on his ErnnsEhnr)z friends. 'n\e other &ny he
smashed a Pln-l't on the floor and then +old Mom
it was J-olnhhy Cheddar, who seems to be the
troublemaker of the Pnck.

=i

L
o
: o
S L —

=]
a2 Fey

Thstead of ?uhis)niha Mnhh;/ for brenkihg a
plate and then lying about i+, Mom gave a time-
out to Ja}\hhy Cheddar. Wha+ ren“y stinks is
+hat the time-out chair is the brand-new recliner
in the 'Fnrﬂil?f room, So T couldn® sit in it to
watch television.
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Like T said, T know this whole imaginary friend
-I'Hhﬂ is a bunch of bnlahey, but Mnhh;r acts so
serious about it that it's kind of sPaakpz. Whenever
I 90 ‘o sit &awh Scrrnewhere in ‘H’\t "\ause, I make
sure none of Mnhh)fls friends are around.

The las+t -I'Hha T need to do is PlaP down on the
sofa o wn-t'c"\ TV ahc} SquEsh 'T;h)f Jim.

T+s not like T'm wn-l‘cHhs a lot of television
these 4475 nhywn)f. Mom is Prﬁﬁf worried about
Mnhh)f and his social skills, so she doesnt like the
TV 4o be on when Mnhh)fls around.

Rer.eh-l'ly, Mom came up with this idea called

“anily Nigln-h" where we ?lny a board game or go
out 1o dinner together instead of watching TV.
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T guess +he idea is to get us to interact with one
-:uhoi'her more so i+ rubs mc-F on Mnhh?/.

When we go out to dinnher, we u5un|l>/ end up at
+his Plnce called Carh?/‘s an?ly—s-l')/le Restavrant.
'ﬂ\ey have a rule at Carh)('s +hat 7aujre hot
allowed to wear a tie, and the first time we went

-H\tre, Da& ﬁauh& -I'}m-l‘ out -l'he hnr& wny.

YOU DON'T LOOK
LIKE YOURE

%9 HAVING FUN!

Wey

[WALL OF SHAME |

ﬂ\era are a few different sen+ih3 sections at
Corny's, but since we nlwn)fs have Mnhh?f with
us, -l'{:ey put our -anily in the section called

“Children’s Alle?f. "
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Tn Children's Alle;z, T dont think 'l'ht)( even
bother cleaning up when ohe 'Farn}ly leaves and a
hew ohe comes in. So when )/uu Se-’r to ?four -hable,
there’s nlwnfs crurw?le&-uP hn?kihs on the floor
and half-eaten french fries on the seats.

ﬂ\e first time we went o Car’hy’S, T didn* check
rn;/ seat, and T ended up si-l'-i'ihﬂ oh an aPeh--Fnce&
peanut butter and \jelly sandwich.

>/
N ~
<
EBU'ﬁH

)

1% . 20

=\
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Another thing T hate about Children’s Alle7 s

that
&aor‘s

Pmu’re ﬁ‘tj}'\'t' next to the bathrooms , and the
are nlwnys swihg}hﬂ a?th, so yau can see in

-H\ere wlne.h 7ou're +r7ih3 ‘o eat.

Y

g —— i i

Also,

alwa
food

stuff from one -’rra?/ mixe

the service is TERRIBLE at Corhfs, so we
s just get the buffet and serve ourselves. The

is in these metal trays, and there’s nlwn)is
g in with the others.

= [
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ceYEED YER FACE
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A-l' -H\e &asser—f bar, '1']n€'->1 ha‘va ah ice-cream
&ESPehser w\\ere P{au can mke ?mur' owh 5uhc{ne.
I know -l']nn-i' 50uhcls srem-l', but -l']nerels a reason
most restavrants dont le+ customers operate +he
soft-serve machines.

HELP
YERSELF!

%’L%% /I DEESERT

One of the reasons Mom likes o 90 to Carhyls 1S
+hat -l'hey have a ball pits and she's ha\)ihﬂ Mnhh?f

will learn to Fld?/ with other kids his age.
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But Mahhf usmllf J'us-i' buries himself in a PEle of
balls 4o hide from the other kids and then waits
it out until it's time o 90 home.

Las+ 'ﬂwrséaf we went to Corhfs, and Mom
nc‘h.'all)/ made Mﬂhh}( go in the plastic tubes so he
couldnt hide in the ball pit Mnhh;/ got freaked
out vp -l'lrverie'.ur +}~.ou31n, cmcl \\e was too scare& ‘o

come &awh on Hs own.
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So Mom 'l'al& me I \\d.& to 9o vp -Hwere dnhcl SE'I'
him since T was the ahly one in the fam?ly who
was Small ehaug}\ to crawl in the tubes.

T +ried clEmbEhﬂ up -l'}\rou‘gh +he area Mnhh?f had
used o get to the tubes, but it was too tight of
a squeeze and T had to bail out.

V/AWA

7
T

e —

That meant the ohly way T could get to Mahhy
was to climb up the sPr'rnl Plns-ﬁc slide +hat empies
into +he ball pit- T am not a fan of dark,
enclosed spaces to beaEh with, so T wasn+ laakr‘ha
forward +o crawling vp that +Hh3.
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T Yelle& into the bottom to make sure the coast
was clear, but kids Eshare.d me and came slir}ihs
down anyway.

Once T made it past the traffic Jam and got all
+he way to the top, T started crnwlihs around
ﬂ\rous\'\ +he maze of tubes 4o +r‘7 and find
Manny. There was no ventilation up there, and it

REEKED of &;r-k)/ socks.

Olezi| O
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T realized T was the wrohg persoh to go look?hﬂ
for Mnhh?f, +\‘|au3¥\, because T ve nlwn75 been bad
at mazes. This fall me and Mom went in the corn
maze a+t Reyhalcrs Farm, and Mom was counting on
me to find the wn?f out.

But I ﬂa't' us so lost 'l'}m't' Mom }\n& to call N1

'Far someonhe to come rescue us.

This time T didnt have Moms cell Phoh& 1o bail
me out. Ah& when some kid +hrew up at one end
of the tunnel, all the other kids came rusHhs my
way to get to the slide.
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E’u‘th‘l‘un“)/, T found Mnhh)( in one of +he
tunnels, but {)7 then T was rend?f to crack Up.
So one of the waiters had to climb up and rescue

Mahhy AND me.

ﬂ\e worst \')ur-l‘ of 'H'\t wlnalt tx\)eriehce was -l'hn-l‘
T had 4o throw out ry {favorite pair of Jeans
becavse T couldnt get rid of the smell of feet,
even after wnsln}hs them with bleach +hree times.

\FFE
%tuFF

Ll
="

s | || —

Pl

5a+ur&a¥

I woke up at 6:30 'I'HS mr‘h?hﬁ nhc} taul&htl'
get back +o SlE;tP, which was PI’E‘H')I 1cru$+r'n+ih3.
But -l‘hn-l"s been thPeNhﬂ to me ever since -I'}ne.
besihhihg of the yenr.
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On New Years Eve, Mom wanted Mnhhy to feel
what it’s like to be up at midnight without actually
letting him s-h:.y vp that late. So she set the
clocks in the house ahead b;{ +hree hours.

She didnt +ell ME, -I'lnaus}w. So when Mom and
Dad did the countdown with Mnhhy, T -H\au‘gh-l'
t was midnight for REAL.
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T ended up going to bed at+ 10:30 that hEsln-l'
+h;nk.'n3 it was 1:30 in the morhing. So my whole
schedule has been off b){ +hree hours +his ytar.

T dont usmlly wake up oh weekends uvntil Dad
|i-l'trn|l>z &rnss me out of bed, ESPECIALLY
during the winter, when it's cold outside and it’s
hice and warm under the covers.

",..i"'-'-. k. L

T remember a time last winter when Dad woke me
at 8:00 on a Sn-l'urciny rﬂarhEhs nhd 'l'a|ci me ‘o 90
outside and shovel snow off the wnlkwny.

T'd been in the middle of a reall Soacl dream, but
T was able 4o get out of bed, si

and get r;g}w back into my dream without missing
a ben-l‘.

ovel the wnlkwny,
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...AND THE
“BEST BICEPS"
WINNER IS...




This morhing after T woke vp, T 147 in bed for
a while -I'r?ths to get back to slee?. Eveh-l'unlly,
T Just went downstairs and made mpzsehf some
breakfast. 'ﬂ\ere'; ha‘ﬂ'\ihﬂ saa& on |V before
8:00 on a Sdrl'urcld?f morhEhg, so T decided o 5&-1'
some of m7 chores over with.

Me and Rodrick never have ehau‘gh mohey to l)u;(
nhy-t-hihs, so Mom has been ?nfihg us an allowance
to do chores. One of m;/ chores is duS‘l‘iha the &ihihﬂ
room fur"nH'ur'e, dhd -H\:H'Js w}\d+ i was &nihs ﬂ\is
morning when T heard a knock at the front door.

o

wNOCK.

WNOCK!
\(NOCtK

O

I a\)the& -I'lne. &oor ﬁh& was SUrPrEse& to see Uncle
Gnr)f s-l'nh&EhS on -Hwe front s-l'ePs.
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Dad came downstairs a minute later, and he didnt
seem too )hdiPP)( to see Hs 7ouh3er bra-l']ner.

A few weeks back Uncle Gnry called Dad and said
he had a “once-in-a-lifetime” business o??or’-fuhi-i-}(
and needed a loan.

E\j&‘\\

Dad didnt want to give Uncle Gnr}l nhy rnahe.)/,
because Uncle Gnrf \\ns a bn& track ratorcl wheh it
comes to Pny}hﬂ Peu\::le back.
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But Mom told Dad he should do i+ because Uncle
Gnry is his brother and fnm.’ly members should
nlwa)fs ‘\el\a each other out. Moms nlwnys snyihﬂ
the same sort of 'I"'\ihﬂ +o me and Rodrick. IJUS"‘
haPt T never need a kiclhe.)f or SOME‘H'\;T'\S like
-H\a-l', because if Rodrick is the 31:}/ Th touh-l';hﬂ
on to 3?‘#& Tt to me, T could be in trouble.

Dad sent Uncle Gnry +he money , and we hadnt
heard from him until -l‘aclnpr. After Uncle Gnr;r
came ihsE&e -t'he hause, ha -l'ol& us w\\n-l' hn?Peha&.

He said he met a vy in Boston who sold T-shirts

oh a street corner, and this avy told him that if
he wanted to take over his business, he could make
a bundle.

/

4 SOUVENIRS




So after he 3°+ the maht)f from Dn&, Uncle Gdry
bau&’n't' up +he 51;7‘5 T—S)nir'l‘i. But what Uncle
Gnr)( didnt know was that the T—s’n?r-l‘s had a
-I’)/Po on -l')nem, nh& by -I'lne +ime he ha-Hce& -l')ne
?rablem, the guy was nlrtncl?/ gone.

BOTSON

—

Uncle Gnry told Dad he needs a place o stay
until he can 3&:‘1‘ on his feet agaih. Dad didnt
seem too )nn?\ay about that, but b)f +hen Mom was
downstairs, and she told Uncle Gnr)f he can stay

as |ah3 as he needs.
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But when Mom saw the moVing Van in +he &ri‘fewn)z,
she told Uncle Gnry we didnt renll)f have nh?r

room in our "\GUSE -Fa'r' extra 1Curhi'l’ure.

He said she didnt need to warr)f, because he didn+t
HAVE d;h)/ furniture. ﬂ\e mo?ih& Vah was 1ci|le&
with boxes of T—s’n?r—l*s, which we sPeh-l‘ the rest
of the rna'r'hEhs lanc}?hs nto our garage.

P —

T dont +hink Uncle Gnry is giving up on selling
them, either. He unloaded one on Rodrick for
three bucks, and T +think Rodrick feels like he

got a steal.
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Moh&nx

Living with Uncle Gnr?/ hasnt been easy. On his
first few h?S}Tl's in the house, he sleP-l' on an air
mattress in Mahhfs room. Dut Uncle Gnrf has
these h?ﬂh-l'mres that wake him vp in the middle
of the hESh-l', and last Mah&ny he had o rmlly
bac} ohe.

THERE'S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS!
THERE'S MONKEYS
IN THE WALLS!

9



So now Uncle Gnrf is sleePEhs on the couch in the
fnm?ly room, and Mahhyji bed is in the middle of

HS room, nwny from 'H‘\e walls.

Wlﬁl ~
/

—

T+s renlly inconvenient with Uncle Gnr?/ sleeping
on our couch. His bad dreams keeP him up all
hisln-l', and then he sleaPs -l'hrough most of the
cln?/. That renll;z stinks when you Just want to
relax after school and watch some TV.

— ™M
HOME !
2 0

'ﬂwe person who's been affected the most b;z Uncle
Gnr}f 1S RODRICK, 'l'housh.
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Before Uncle Gary moved in, Rodrick Prnc-chll)f
LIVED on the couch in the -FnrnEl?r room, esPecinll?/
on ‘]‘"\t‘.‘ weekth&i.

Now Rodrick doesnt have nh)rwlnere ‘o go when
Dad kicks him out of bed in +he basement on
Sn-l'ur&ny mt’h?hss.

ﬂ\t other &ny Rodrick came U\as-l'nirs, and when
he saw Uncle Gnr;r in his spot, he\jus-l' sleP-l‘ on
another ?nr-l' of the couch.
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Dad has renll)f been hagging Uncle Gnry about
fih&ihg a Job, but Uncle Gnry says he's tried and
o one is hiring.

Uncle Gnr?/ has never held down a Job for more
than a few da?(s. ﬂ\e last one he had was over the
summer, when he worked as a test sub \jed‘ for a
cam?nh)( +that made pepper sPrny. T'm Pre.-l'-l')z sure
he quH‘ before lunch.

I THINK WE
NEED TO ADD
MORE PEPPER!

Dad wants Uncle Gnry to get a J'o{:' like HE has,

where you work in an office and have r'e:sulnr hours.
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But T dont think Uncle Gnry is cut out for an
office \jobJ and T'm not so sure T am, either. Dad
has 4o dress vp for work t‘very &d){ in a shirt and
+tie, cm& \\e \ms ‘o wear &ress shoes ah& &ress
Se:rr.ks, +too.

The nlren&;z decided that when T grow up, Tm
gohha have to find njob where yau dont need o
wear -Hnoie. socks +lncrl' 9o vp ‘o )four knees.

HAS ANYONE

Last summer Dad br’au&h'l' me to "Br'Ehs Your Child
to Work Dn)f" at his office. But the people at
Dad’s work mustve realized their Jabs would be
bar.’hg +o their kids, so -l')ne)/ brauﬂh-l' in all sorts
of entertainment.
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For most of the &ﬁ)f, us kids s-l'n)ftc} in the
cafeteria while the grown-ups got some work done
in their offices.

Tawnrcl the end of the &n)/, Dad brauah-l' me into
his office while he tried to finish up an important
Prthc+, so 1 sat there next o him and waited.
But T think it was hard for him to concentrate
while someone was loakEhﬂ over his shoulder.
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Dad gave me mohey to buf Same.-l']nihs from +he
vehdihs machine. He was ?robnbly J'us-f +r>/ih3 to
get rid of me for a little while, so he wasnt oo
hd‘??}’ when T came back a minute later with a

box of anbrenkers.

Dad told me he r‘tﬁ“)f needed to finish what he
was &a}hs, so he asked me to find somewhere else

to sit while he wrnPPt& -I'ths vp- He mustve

been really distracted that Jny, -I'housh, because
he went home and lef+ me behind. T rnESh-l'}‘ve
been stuck there all his‘\-l' £ +he Janitor hadnt
-Fouhd me.
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Ahywnf, Dad is Pre-H')/ ahhofa& that Uncle Gar

doesnt have nhy rnahey and has been machiha off

him. Mom has nc-i'unll?f started giving Uncle Gnr;z
ah allowance even -l'hous]n he doesnt have to do
nh?f chores for i+, which feels wrohg to me.

77

I\jus-l' ‘\aPe Uncle Gnr;z uses some of his allowance
+o pay for his own bubble bath. He used up all of
mine on the second cld?f he was here, and its r'tﬁ“?f
hot the same when the water is cr75+n| clear.

Wy
/{ & J“”‘*
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ﬂes&n?g

T renll)f wish T didn+ have to +throw my Jeans out
a few weeks ago, because -I'aclny at sclnaal I: htt&e&
o look s‘mr\). We're starting a ballroom &nthhs
unit in Pln)fs Ed, and Mrs. Moretta said each of
us heeded o find a Pnr-l'her.

So it wasnt a 300& cln)f Yo be wenrihg car’&ura)z
?nh-l's -I'lnn-l' are -H\ree ihr.)nes ‘oo $\wr-l'.

£

SHWEE
gHwEE
SHWEE

Mrs. Moretta said we were gonha choose partners
b)f writing down +he name of the person we
wanted to dance with on a little slip of paper.
ﬂ\th shed go -I')nraugln +he Pieces of paper and
pair us up the best she could. That was the same
sysh:m she used LAST year for the square &dhcih&
unit, -I"'\au‘cj)n, nhcl ‘,t 'l'u‘l’d“;( 5°+ burhecl.
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T wrote down the name of the prettiest S;rl n
my class, Bnylae Ah-l'}\ahy.

A

sl
\

BAYLEE
ANTHONY
But she didnt write down MY name. She wrote
down Bryr.e Anderson, Just like every other sEr|
in the class. Br?/ce ended up PEckEhs McKenzie
Pollard, and Mrs. Moretta nssEShe& Bnylee to be
my dance Pnr-l'her because Td ?icke& her.

At first T was really excited T got Bnylee as 4
partner. But then T had 4o deal with THIS

kEh& of nonhsense for -I'lnree; weeks—

I DIDN'T
PICK HIM.
o .f..ff:\ :

U ]
Gy P B
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T guess anlee didht want a repeat of last year,
either, because -l'acin}l she went around o all +he
auy's who didnt have a chance with her and let

'H\em khaw.

DON'T ANY OF YOU
NERDS WRITE MY

To be honest with you, T dont rmlly care who L
get Pnirt& up with as lohg as it isn+ Rub)f Bird.

RUBY BIRD

As far as T know, Rub)f is the ahb( S;rl who has

ever been 5u5Peh&e& from our school, and that was

for I)HEhﬂ a 'l’tﬁt"\tr.
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Thn fact, the reason Rub)z ohl)z Nas one front
+ooth is because +the other one ended vp in Mr.
Uh&emaa&g elbaw.

I +r7 +o be Pre-l'-l')/ hice to Rub?f wheht\mr I
come across her in the hnllwa)z, because she

-l'e.rrhfies me.

LADIES FIRST!
HEH, HEH!
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But -l'o&n)z T 30-1' worried +that mn)fbe Tve been
TOO nice and she mis}\-l- think T nd'ua.ll?( LIKE
her. The last -I'Hhﬂ T need is for Rubpz +o

write my hame down on that little 5|i? of paper,
becavse T know if she’s my dance partner, Tl do
SOMETHING 4o make {er mad and end up with
her other tooth in MY arm.

So T used my lit+le sli? of paper o -l'ry and make
sure that doesn+ hn\)?eh.

T

Dlease do not put
me with Rub)/ Bird.

STnc.ere\y.. Greg Heff ’E‘}’

I even -I')nrew n a ]nn|-F—en+eh cnh&?{ bar I was
savihg for later on to make sure Mrs. Moretta
comes -I'Bnrousln -For me.,

weamsa@.},
Last hi‘g)n-t' T Pmyt& extra hard that T wouldnt
end up with Rub)f as M)f dance Pnr-l'htr.
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Then T started worryihs +hat rﬂdi)({)t’: you oh|7
36:-1' a certain number of ?rn}fers nhswere& in ?mur
|ifetime dhc} I'rn {)urhEhs 'l']nrausln mine too fast.
T4 hate 4o find out later on that T used up all
my chits, because T ve been acting like Tve got an
uhlEmHe& Su??bf.

T Prabnbly heed to be more careful about that.
This weekend the oilet in the upstairs bathroom
got cloﬂﬂe&, and T Prn?/e.cl that +he Plumbe.r
wouldn+t use our bathroom after he fixed it.

For -I'lne recor&, I hn‘fe about a /5% success
rate with rmy Prn)fers. T dont krow if +hat's
Saacl or bdcl, but one 'I'Hhs Ilrn \Dr'e-H’y sure of
is +hat T'm never gohha get a l}gln-l'sﬂmr for my
{JEr-H\&n)r, ho matter how bn&ly T want i+.
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Ahywny, T think The got to be a lot more
sPecE'Fic when T Prn)f for Scrme-l‘Hhﬂ, because -I'a&ny
N Ph){i E& r*'n)( wEsln was srnh-l'e&, but Ijrn hot
hn?Py about ﬂwe wn)/ -l'lnihsi -I'urhe& out.

At the besihhihﬂ of class, Mrs. Moretta called
out names for dance partners, and T held my
bren-l‘]n w}weh she sa-l' ‘o Rul))/ BErc}.
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But Ruby got PnEre& up with Frtﬂltf’ and f you

ask me, that's a match made in heaven.

E.Veh+ual|7, Mrs. Moretta read out the last
SErlls name, and there were still a bunch of bays
lef+ over, :'htlu&ihﬂ me. There are a lot more
bo)/s n my class this year +han sirls, so it made
sense -I'hcrl' hot evtr)rahe 30-1' a ?nr-l‘her.

But still, T was a little &isnP?oih-i‘e& +hat no
ohe wrote rnyf hame oh ohe of those little sliPs

D‘F ?ﬂ?tr.
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ﬂ\th us 3{:75 r'mlE?.e.-& we weren+t gohha }\dﬁft o &a
+he ballroom &nhrjhs uhit and that we could Just
?la.)( kickball on the other side of the gym for

-I'h ree weeks.

o\LAP

But we celebrated a little to0 soon. Mrs. Moretta
said +}\a+ EVERYONE }\a& to dnhc&, and 51’\&
started pairing us boys up with ONE ANOTHER.
So the next +\wih3 T khew, T was dnhc.iha a
waltz with Carlos Escalera.
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Moh&n¥

To&n?/ at school, P]n?/s E.d was canceled because
we had a general nsstmbly &ur‘ihs fourth PtrEa&.
T have 40 admit T was a little &Esn?Poih+e&
when T found out, because believe it or not, me
and Carlos have d.r.-l'unll)f been getting +he lnnha
of the merengue.

)y 44

Mos+ PeoPla were Pre-l'-l‘)/ excited, -I'haus)n,
because we havent had a sehernl nisembly since
November. That's when +his )n)fpho-l'is-l' called +he

Amanh& Ah&r’tw came to our sc)naaL

Th the srnh& finale of his show, the Amduz}hs
Andrew }\7Pho+i1ed a line of eia}\‘!'}\-sr’nders into
-I'Hthhﬂ their arms were SU?trslut& -l'ost-l']ntr.
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Then he told +he 9uys he'd uhglut them with a
rnnsEr. word, ahd w\\eh he sni& it -I'lney came n?nr-l'
Just like that.

A'F‘I'er school some kids 30‘]‘ nto an nrﬂurﬂeh-l'
over whether the hf?ha-l'is-l' was for real or if

-H\ose eEs\\-lJn-Smc}ers were in on -I'lna act ahd
Jjust faking it.
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Two of the kids who -I'hau‘gh-l' the Amzihs Ah&re;w
was a fake linked their arms, and then Martin

For& tried to }\?(Pha'ﬁz.t: 'H‘\Er-'- into +hihkih3 'H‘\E:?(
were SUPerslua& -l'oseﬂ\er.

Believe it or not, it WORKED. The two kids

cuu|clh'+ sr.?nrn-’rt -’rheir arms, and -H\e)( -hrhn“;/
?nh;-:ka&. Martin tried sn)fihs the magjic word, but
he cauth'l' unstick ‘H‘\tm.

CUCUMBER!
CUCUMBER!

9 e
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The kids went back to the school, and one of
+he teachers had to track down the Amz?hﬂ
Andrew at his Jal) so0 he could say +he magjic

wor& nhd se?nrn-l'e -l'hem.

T Nave no idea how +he school chooses +he PeoPle
who come in and do our assemblies. One person
-I'hey brousln-l' in last year was a guy called S-I'rahs
Steve. He gave a sPeech about how we needed o
s-l'n)f off cir'uss, and then for his 3rah& finale he
rEPPe& a P}\ahe book in half with his bare hands.
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Dont ask me what ripping a Phohe book has +o
do with staying off drugs, but the kids at my
school went crazy for this avy- Th fact, the
librarian had o replace half +he reference books

oh our shelves after 5+rah3 Steve's visit.

The person T renlly hapihs 'H'\E)( DON'T {JrEhs
back is this singer named Krisstina. T think the
school likes o br;hs in Krisstina for assemblies
because her lrrics are renll;; positive.

TRUST IN YOUR DREAMS

AND YOU WILL SEE |
JUST HOW HAPPY

YOUR HEART CAN BE Wy,

REACH FOR THE STARS
AND NEVER STOP f‘g
YOURE A WINNER

YOU'LL REACH THE TOP!
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Krisstina calls herself an “international pop
sehsnﬁah,“ but T dont know how she 3&1’5 awn?f
with that. As far as T can tell, she’s never even
been out of the STATE.

“Krissting
WORLD TOUR

Shop-Mart Superstore
Middletown Shopping Mall
Roll-a-Round 8kating Rink

Town Park Gazebo

Rickman Auto Center
Route 1A Bowling Alley
speediescrub Car Wash

One of my favorite assemblies was the one where
a Pal?te officer came o our school and told us
about beihg a narc. He said Nis Jab was to pose
as a th school student and then report on the
kids who were up to no 300&.
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T +}\au‘3}\+ that sounded like an AWESOME
\jab. Tf T con 3&'1‘ Pni& to 90 to school without
c{aihs homework or 'l'dukihﬂ tests AND send all
+he Jerks to \anL then that's the career for me.

MRS. JOHNSON! DAVID
MARKS IS SHOOTING
SPITBALLS AGAIN!

A

After the ?alEct officer came to our school, me
and my friend Rowley decided to start our own
&e.-l'ec-l'ivt nsehcpz.

3= BN =R= S =
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Uhfor-l‘uha-i'alf, there wasn+ a lot of demand for
Pri\m-i'e detectives in our he.;ghborhaad, and
habacly wanted 4o hire us. But we decided 4o
star+t i?yihs on ?eoPle ANYWAY.

T+ was nc-i'unll)z a lot of fun. The great ﬂ‘ﬁhﬂ
about being a private investigator is that you
can Pakt around in other PeaPlels lives and i+'s
Ju5+ Pnr'l‘ of )(aur Jab.




We m5+|7 -Fotuse& our Eh?t’:s-l'}an-l‘iahs on Mr. Millis,
who lives a few doors up the street from me. T+
not like he was &a}hs nh;z-l']nEha SuSpicious. T+s
Just +that we knew he had all the movie channels

|
H Chligs

ot -
o

[ T1

Our detective nsehr.)/ fell apart, +lnaugln, after
we started investigating Sco-H'{ Daualns. Td let

him borrow a video game oVer the summer and he
said he lost i+, but T knew he was |7|'h3. So T
sent Rawh)f down to 5(‘.0‘]"]’7/15 house to 3&:'1’ him
‘o cau&’n rt vp-

T -l‘nush-l' Rawley how o act r'tn“?f -l'nu53n and
crack his knuckles a lot so Sca-l'-l')/ would get +he

message +hat we weren+ foalihs around.
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But when Rowley didn*t come back r?ﬂh-l' away , T
started +o wohci;r what }xn??eheci. T went down
to Scotty's house myself +o ih\fes-}‘isn-h} and T
cnush-l' awley r't&-z

anded P"“}’;hﬂ my video game
with Sccr'l"l')/.

T had 4o fire Rawle;z on the sPo-I', and if T ever
start another detective asehcy, the first -I'th
Tm gonna do is hire a more intimidating enforcer.

Ahywn}f, like T said, everyone was excited to find
out who the guest was for -l‘aclcn)z‘s nssembly.
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But it turned out there WASN'T 4 Sues-l'. Af-l'tr
we sat down in the 9y Vice PrihciPnl Ray got vp
on the s-l'nst and said the reason he Snﬂ\erﬁ& us
all -l'oﬂe-l'lntr was to anhounce that there was gonha
be a 5?ecinl election to rePlnct the student council.

We had student council elections in the fall. But
the class officers were skEPPEhS the meetings
because -l'he;z’ra lnel& &ur[hﬂ recess, nhd I guess

the advisors Sa't' fed up.

Vice Prihci\)nl Ro;/ said there are 4wo conditions for
ruthhg for office. One, ?fcru have to be wE“r'hS +o
attend all the student coundil meetings. And two,
?mu cant have three detentions or more.
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T felt like that second rule was directed a+ ME,
becavse T Ju5+ P?cke& up rn?/ third detention.

Th my first year of middle school, an eEﬁln-I'ln-
3r’n&er told me there was a secret elevator +hat
went 1o the second floor, and that he could sell

me a sPecEnl pass for five bucks.

'ﬂm-’r s::uhdr:cl like a soud clen| +o ME, so I
9ave Hm five dollars for -H\e: pass, w}\ic‘\ |ookt&

Pre-H)/ official.
ELEVATOR PASS

This pass entitles the
holder to unlimited use of
the middle school elevator.

77



But it turned ouvt the whole -I'Hhs was a scam ahd
-l'here was ho 5uch -I'th as a secret elevator.

HAR HAR HA@
sy, =
RECYCLE

~

(B

WHITE

PAPER

-

Td been \\al&?hs onh 1o that elevator pass ever
since. Dut a few weeks ago T sold i+ 4o a kid

whols hew to our St"\aal.

Uh-For-l'uhn-l‘ely, T wasnt careful ehoush, and T
got busted {)7 Vice PrEth?al Ro}” who made me

return '1'}'\& I‘ﬂﬂhﬂy.
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He even gave me a detention, which really stunk,
becauvse T4 given the kid a deal by sellEhS him the
pass at half price.

After the nssembly T realized Scrme-l'lnihﬂ-‘ Rawle?f
has hever hn& a c}e-l‘eh-l'ioh, so he‘& be -I'lne
PERFECT candidate for student council. T +old
him he should run, but he said he wouldn®t know
what he'd do if he got elected.

But thats where T come in. T +4old him if he gets
elected, T 1l make all the +au3}1 decisions and all
he'll Nave 4o do is show vp for the meetings and
do what T tell him. T +hink it's a GENIUS idea,
becavse T get o be in power but T wont have

+o rmiss nh?( recess.

I VOTE FOR
DOUBLE RECESS
AND HALF DAYS
ON FRIDAYS!

I VOTE FOR
DOUBLE RECESS
AND HALF DAYS
ON FRIDAYS!




T volunteered to be his campdigh mahager so he
wont even have 1o lift a 'Fihser to get elected. So
we went 1o the bulletin board in the front )nnllwnpz

to iish Rowlr:t)/ up-

T told him he should run for one of +he Juic;z
spots like President or Vice President, but he
wanted to run for “Social C’nnErPer'Sah.“ T have
no idea what a Social C)nnErPers-:h does, but as
|ah3 as Rawky 3&‘]‘5 +o vote on the imPar‘-l'nh'l'
decisions, T'm fine with it.

FFATANS
¥ -

We&nes&n;;
Yes-l'er&cny some mc -I'he a‘l’her cnh&i&n-l'es were

)nnhsihs posters vp in the ]nnllwn?fs and \mh&Ehs
out buttons and candy to get themselves elected.
So we were ALREAD beHh&.
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I knew I was gohha hﬂe +to clreum up 50rne.--l']nih3
biﬂ to make sure Rowh)f gets elected, so heres
whn-l' I came up wH'h.

Wheh -ﬂwe :nh&i&n-i'u si\te -ﬂwe}r sPeec]nes n -l‘he
gym™ the bleachers will be full of students. At
sports games Tve seen on TV, Peo\)le in the
stadium Pnih-i' +heir chests o sPell out messages.
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Last hEﬂh-l' T g0t a bunch of Uncle Gnrfs
T—sh’r-l's from the garage, turned them inside
ouvt, and wrote a letter on each one so the
spelled ot "VOTE ROWLEY JEFFERSON
FOR SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON." T+ took
all h;ﬁln-t‘, and T went -I'lnrausln about -l'weh-r?’
mnrkers, but T knew it was gonha make a bis
s?lnsh at the assembly.

T got to school enrl)r +a&n>z and gave each kid who
was will;hs +o wear a shirt a piece of bubble gum.

V7

—

But when we 30‘]‘ into the S)frn, 3&:‘?‘]‘[?13 the kids
to stand in the r;slfﬁ order was like trying o
her& cats.

82



'ﬂ\e ahly candidates who 3&1‘ ‘o sive SPeec]nes were

-ﬂwe ones wha were ruhhihs for Presi&eh-i'. I was

?re-l'-'ry relieved to hear -ﬂw-l‘, becavse when T had
P\owle?r rehearse his sPeech for Social Chn?r\)ermh,

*‘\E‘: wdS a hervous wreck.

GREETINGS, FELLOW STUDENTS.
MY NAME IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I, UH...

a @
S @
[ )

e d L]

-
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The first candidate +o 3[‘4& d SPttt"\ was d sirl
named Sydhey Greene who is a s-l'rnEs}n-l'—A student
and has never missed a day of school. She said
+hat if she's elected Pres?j;h-l', she ll get better
tqu?Pmeh'l' for the music room and will or’anh?ze a
pro \jec.-l' to ?u-l' hew Pra-l'ec-lwe covers on the books
in the |ibrar?r.

Nex+ Up was Brynh Bu-H'sy. AS soon as Vice
PrithPﬁl P\ay called Br?mh up o the Pa&?um,
everyone in the aym started mk}hs all sorts of

a{)hoxious hoises.

T'm sure Br;mh said a lot of interesting -I'Hhﬂs
&ur?hs his iPeecln, but you couldnt hear a word
with all that racket.
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T Jus-l' ‘w\)a Br‘)mh doesnt run for President
when he’s a grown-up, because if he daes, his

campaigh rallies are gonhna be RIDICULOQUS.

The last candidate to go was a kid named Eugehe
Ellis. E.usehe is the ohly person runhing for
President who didn+ Pu-l' vp Pos-l'ers or hand out
lalli?aPs or nhpz-l'h}hs like +hat, so habacl)( really
+ook him Seriously.

E.usehe‘s cnrv-.?nish SPeec)n was ohly about -I'Hr-ly
seconds long. He said that if hes elected
President, hell get the school o re?lnce the
chen? +toilet paper in the bathrooms with the
expensive, quil-l'e& kind.

When Eusehe finished his sPeech, +he whole ?lnce
went berserk. Kids are ALWAYS comyln[hihs

about +5r\e +oile+ \)n\)er situation because -I')ne -I’)/\')e
+he school uses is like snh&?n\)er.
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Ahcl from the reaction E.usthe 30'1', T dont
+hink Sy&hey or Br?mh has a ?rnyer.

'ﬂwrs&n;[

Just like T Pre&ic-l'e&, Eugehe Ellis won student
council President {J)f a landslide. Rawlt?r woh, too,
because he was the oh|7 person who nc-l'unll)z s[she&
up for Social C‘\nir?trmh. T wish Td known
that, becavse T could've saved mfself a lot of
hassle with those T-shirts.

The student council had +heir first meeting +o&n7,
and Mrs. Birch, the teacher who works with +he
counail , +old E.usehe the school couldnt afford o
stock the bathrooms with quilted toilet paper, so
he mEsh-l' as well forse-l‘ about it.
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Word got around school fast, and PtoPle were

Pre-H'?/ mad. The whole reason t\ftr‘yohe voted for

Euaene was because of his campaian promise. Plus,
9 fagh=p

we do fundraisers for +he school e\ftr')f year, and

ch waul& -]'Hhk 'I'he;)/ cauH take some of 'H'\t mhty

we make and s?ehcl + on some ‘1”““17 toilet paper.

I -]'}\GUS}TI‘ ‘I‘he iclnoal waul& be r'a“ihs n &auah
after the LAST fundraiser we had a few weeks

490, when we sold cnh&y bars. T have to give
credit to whoever came up with the idea. ﬂ\t
school sent each student home with ﬂf‘l‘)ﬁ Chocolate
Cr‘uhc}w cnhd?f bnrs, nhcl we were suPPase& ‘o 30
out and sell them to our htESHJOrS.

CHOCOLATY,
CRUONCH

CHOCOLATE CRUNCH |
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But T dont know a single kid who didht eat at
least three or four cnh&y bars before -lJney even
3°+ home. Tn fmc-l', T ate fifteen JD){ the time
Mom found out and \')u-l' a S'I'DP to (.

& o

"
(&

o

o

=~ O

So a lot of families like mine had +o write a check
to the school Just to cover the cost of the cnhcly
bars their children ate. T+ PossEbla tha+ hobo&y
sold a single cahd;r bar &urihs that fundraiser.

Sn-l'ur&n;
SPenkEhs of mohey Uncle Gnry spent all of his
allowance this week and asked me if he could

borrow some of MINE. When Dad found out, he
was Prt-l'-l'pz mad.
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T+ 4urns out Uncle Gary spent his mohey oh
scratch tickets at the convenience store. Dad +old
Uncle Gnry he's got a better chance of getting
struck by lightning than winning the lottery
and that he's J'us-l' wasting his mhey.

Dad Pr‘abnblf shouldve chosen his words more
cnre-FuH)z, because now Mnhh)l won+ step foot
outside if i+s raining.

o R
i fr"lr'u*l Yiku
.Fil M

Faglog
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Scratch tickets are a sore sub ject for Dad anyway.
A few ?fanrs ago Dad l)aush-l' Uncle Gnr;r a hice
winter J'ncke-l' for Christmas, and Uncle Gnr;z gave
Dad a scratch ticket. Dad seemed a little nhha)fa&
+that hed spent all that mohey on Uncle Gnry
and Uncle Gnr7 Just gave him a 3-’1(-1' that ohlf

cost a buck.
77

Dad scratched off the little squares on the card
with a coin and he 30-1' three cherrEes, which
meant hed Ju5+ won a hundred thousand dollars.

But i+ turned out the ticket was just a gag gift,
and i+ was a fake.
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YOU SHOULD'VE
SEEN THE LOOK ON
YOUR FACE! HA HA!

77
»

We still cant mention that Christmas +o Dad,
because i+ JUS'I‘ PU'I‘S him in a bad mood for the
rest of 'l'lne &ny.

What Dad REALLY wants is for Uncle Gnr7

to get a \ja{) so he can move out of our house. T'm
starting to wish Uncle Gnr?/ would get njab, to00,
because ln-l'tlpz he's been s?eh&ihﬂ a lot of time in
rn7 room ?lnths oh the tomPU'l'er’.

He's addicted to this virtval-world game where you
can be nhy-l']niha you want, like a ?olitemh or a

construction warke.r or a rock star.
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But in the game, Uncle Gnr)z s just a avy who
doesn+t have a Job and buys a bunch of scratch

tickets e‘very clny.

SORRY, YOUR
SCRATCH TICKET
IS NOT A WINNER.

FEBRUARY

“ﬂwrs&u;f
ﬂ\ere ‘\ave been some ?reﬁ)/ b:‘s &evelo?mh-l's at

sc}waa| ‘I‘HS week.

T+ all started on Moh&ay at the last student
council meeting. The meetings are held in the
teachers louhst, and after the Treasurer, Javan
Hill, went to use the bathroom, he came out with a
roll of Pillow-Sof+ UlHra +oilet paper.
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ﬂ\n+ means the teachers have been -l‘ren-l'r'hs
+hemselves +o 300& +oile+ paper while us kids are
stuck wi-l'h -l']na d\mP stuff.

When E.usehe Ellis confronted Mrs. Birch, she
knew the teachers were -l‘a-l'nll)z busted.

Mrs. Birch said that even -t‘lnauah the teachers
use Pillow-Soft Ultra, +heres not ahough rnohey
in the buclﬁe;'l' to stock all the kids bathrooms

with expensive toilet+ paper, but she could agree

to a camPramESt.

13



She said +he school could allow kids +o br‘Ehﬂ n
+heir OWN rolls from home. And when the
ahhouhcement came over the |ouc{$Pmker, t was a
"\USE ‘fEc-i'ar;z for Eugehe Ellis and the rest of +he

S'I'ucleh'l’ council.

Tuu&ny was the first &ay kids were allowed o
I)rihg in their own toilet paper, and T think some
PeoPle went a little overboard.




Ih -Fdnf.'l', Some kE&s brou‘cj]n'i' n So muc}\ toilet

paper that there wasn+ ehaus}\ room to fit it in
their lockers, so -H\e)f carried their SU?P'I)( around
with them.

E.Varfl'}nihs Prabnbl)f would Ve been Just fine, but

at lunch someone threw a roll of +oilet paper at

Scrmeba&?f else, and within about fifteen seconds i+
was a total madhouse.

a:,zs‘* VTG

e
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Later that afternoon the ?rihci?al got oh the
lnuc}sPeaker nhc} sau'c} ‘H\:ﬁ from now on, were o'nly
allowed +o brihs five squares of toilet paper ‘o
school a dq?f. That seems like a ?ra‘H')( ridiculous

rule, becavse T dont know ANYONE who can
3e+ b?: on five squares.

ch*ferda?f a few kids scﬁ caus}ﬂ' brihsihs n more
-ﬂ\nh -H\e.?! were su??ase& ‘o, so how ﬂ\e +ﬂac}\ar5

are checkih& our bugs w}\eh we come in ﬂ\rous}\

'H’\E. Fr‘n'n‘i' dnars N H\a mnrhihs.

“ﬂwrs&a;,g

B?f ﬂ\e +ime ﬂ\e ?rihci?ul set -H\:ﬂ' {i\fe-squnrﬂ
limit last week, T4 alreud?f stocked my locker with
about +weh+?( rolls.
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The teachers do random checks on kids lockers
now, and I knew sooner or later -Hwe?r were gohha

fih& rn;( secret s-l'nsh.

s

— | —

84t

T wanted +o make sure my SUP\:ﬂy lasted o the
end of the school year, so T needed o fisurt out
how o protect it.

T decided the ahly way 1o do THAT was to have
a stall in the bathroom all 4o rnyselﬂ and to keeP
my toilet paper hidden in there.

So on Mahdny T P?tke& a stall that was Pre-l'-l')/

clean and locked the door. Then T crawled
underneath it 4o get out.

17



Next I 5|EP?EJ Some al& sheakers I {Jrous"\-l'
¥}annhanm;oh +he-ﬂaorEh front o¥'+he toilet to
make it look like the stall was acr.u?;ecl.

L

E.ve.rf time T needed to use the bathroom +his
week, T waited to make sure no one was nrauhcl,
then T crawled underneath my stall door. T+
was like T had o -Hh)/ little apartment in +here.

Tn -Fnc-l', T wish T4 -l‘}\aush-l' of this idea a

|ah3 +ime ago. I

( NAAAHLHLY)
\
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For a few &d«)/s m)z s)zs-l'ern worked Sren-i'. No one
even | RIED +o use my private stall.

DAG, IS THAT
KID STILL IN
THERE?

But -ﬂweh I -Farso-i' ‘o P}r_k one of -l'he Spare
shoes up off the Srauh&, and T guess +hat
mustve |aoktc} Pre-H'y SUSPEciouS from 'ﬂ'\t auﬂi&t.

A\N

I
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T+ wasnt lahs before ?eoPle fisure& ovt T was
honr’&?h‘g quan‘y toilet paper, and -I'Hhss fell
apart Pre-l'-l‘)/ qchkly after that.

Fr?&n?f
T +hink what the students learned from the +oilet

paper exPerEehc:e is that if we want same-l'Hhﬂ,
were gonhha have to raise the mhty oh our owh.

So last week the student council brainstormed ideas
for a class fundraiser. The Vice President, HEllnr;z
PEhe, said we should have a car wns}w, and the
Sear‘t-l'nr)z, Olivia Davis, said we should do a giant
ynr& sale.
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T -I'hough-l' we should sell caramel popcorn, but
either Rowlt?f didnt have his walkie-talkie up loud
thaush or everyba&f wnSJu$+ iﬁhar’ihs me.

Euaehe Ellis 5u33e5+e& a pro wrestling match in
the Y™ and Javan Hill came up with the idea of
a motocross stunt show. But 'H'\ty couldnt decide
which idea -Hwey liked better, so -ﬂwey settled on a

rnhct& m:rl’atrass/ wres-l'lihﬂ event.




T +hink E.usehe realized i+ was gohha take a lot
of work to Pu“ iamrl‘)r\}hs like that mc-F, so he
nssiﬂhe& it to his Vice President. Hillnr‘y formed a
?uh&r’niiihs Committee and 5’-""" her friends on +he
student coundil to join it.

On Muh&ny, Hillnr)/ rePor-he.& back o the student
council and said that tvery-ﬁ\}hﬂ for the event was
P|ahhe& but that the Fuh&rnEsEhs Committee had
made a few "small chnhatsn to the original idea.

Al

Somehow the motocross/ wrestling event mar?he&
into a VALENTINE'S DAY dance. Eusehe and
-l']ne a-l')ner 3”)’5 wnh-l't& +to d\nh‘gt it {Jnck, but
Mrs. Birch said +)ne>z had 4o respect the decision
of the Fuh&rnisihs Committee. Tm sure the +ruth
is that she wasn+ renll;z crazy about the idea of
motorized vehicles in the gym +o I)agih with.
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Ever since word got out about the Valentine's Pn)f
dance, its all nh;mhe can talk about at school.

The girlﬁ seem rtall)/ excited, and -l'hefrt treating

it like some sort o rnEcHha Schaol prom.

4

ﬂ\ertls nlrtn&f a Dance Commi-H'ct, w‘\ich
Rawle;z got invited to be on since he's +he Social
C’nnErPerSoh. Tm Just sln& there's some male
re\)rtseh-l'n-l';ah on that committee, because if
the girls have their way, Krisstina will be the
entertainment for the night.

Mos+ of the ba;zs couldn® care less about the
dance. Tve heard a bunch of suys sny}hs there's
no wn)f -l'heylre gonhha Pny three bucks 4o g0 to
a dance in the school spzmhnsEum. But that all
chnhga& earlier this week when the first Cnh&y
Grams 3°+ handed out in homeroom.
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The Cah&f Grams are invitations to the Valentine's
I)d?l &nhce, and the Dance Committee started
selling them at lunch +he other &ny. Tf you pay
+weh+>/-1[hfe cents, ?/ou can send a Cnh&y Gram to
nh)fahe. you waht, and Br;rce Ah&trmh 30‘1‘ onhes
from at least five different girls rES]n-i' off the bat.

It would be “sweet” if
youd go with me to the
Valentine’s Day dance!
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After the first wave of Cnh&f Grams got
cle“\fer'e&, some of the {)a)ls who didnt 3e+ ohe SO't'
\jenhus of the supzs who DID. Now all of a sudden
EVERYONE wants 4o g o the dance because
ho ohe wants to be left+ out. So 7es+er&n?/ at
lunch there was a b;a rush on Cnh&y Grams.

Like T said before, there are more bcr)zs +han

SErls n my 3rnde this year, and T +hink a lot of
3175 are hervous ‘I'*'\t?flrt hot gohha end up with a
date o the dance. So most of +he ba?zi are nc-Hhs

renlly different whenever a 3irl is around.
A't' 'n.;rr*ut:\‘\Jr 3”75 usmu?/ take iPoah‘\culS of mashed

Pa-l'n-l'ats and flick them up at the ceil[hg +o +r>(
and get them to stick.
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Dont even ask me WHAT -l'he?( put in the
potatoes that makes them stick like that.

T2 A~ L oo C 1 gy - I

°GLOP

SCooPp

Sometimes T 'FOT'SE'I’ +o look vp before T find a
Plnce to sit.

The 3Er|5 renlly hate the mashed potato -t‘Hhs,
and thats why -ﬂ'\e)z sit on the other side of the
cafeteria. But now the I)afs khow -H\efre hot
gonha se.'l' one of the sir|5 to g0 with them 1o
the dance if 'ﬂ\t?f act like \jerks.

106



T can tell i+s hard for a lot of the 5075 to be
mature in 'Frah‘l' o-F 'H‘\e 3?r’|5. So some 3”?(5 are
acting out when there aren+ nh?f SErls around.

We're in the middle of a basketball unit in P\nys
Ed, with the S;rls ?lnyihg on ohe side of the aym
and the ba)fs on the other. 'ﬂ\e other dny +his
kid named Ah-l')nah)f Renfrew -I"'\aus)n'l’ it would be
?FE'H’Y 'Fuhhy i he ?nh-l'se& Daniel Revis when he

was shoo-i'ihs free H\rnws.

EVerfba&y lnusht& except for Daniel, but later on
Daniel got Ah-ﬂ‘wh?z back when he was going for
a |d?au?. After that it was a free-for-all, with
everyohe Pnh-l'sEhs everyohe else. So -H\ihgs have

been AWFUL since then.
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Naw eVer?fnhe’s e ?ara.hoic} about seHihs Pnh'i'se&
+}m+ no one will even s*h'nd up c}urihs our

basketball scrimmages.

=

VL

W 00T ROLL .
B i\ @%
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I'\ft even s-l'nr-l‘t& wenrihﬂ ‘wo ?m'r's mc shar-l‘s

uh&er rn?/ swan-l'\mh'l's for extra insurance.

'ﬂ\ihﬂs have gotten so bad that Vice PrEhc;?al
Ray came into the gym -I'aclny to lecture the ba?zs.
He said this was no lnuths matter and that
anyohe cnus}\-l' pantsing another student would

be SUSPeh&t&.




But Vice Prihti?nl R”f should ve watched where he
was S-I'nthhS, because some kid snuck under the

bleachers and got Rim Pre-l'-l‘)/ 300&.

Whoever did it EScnPe& before Vice Prihd?nl Roy
taul& cn'h:ln Hm. No one knows for sure w}\a T

was, but the name -l'hefre usih3 for the 3u7 1S
the Mad Pantser.

Tues&n¥

T+ been about a week since ‘H\t}( introduced these
Cnh&y Grams, and T'm getting a little concerned
that T havent Sa-l'-l'eh one 71‘:‘[’. T ve never ﬂuhg
?a-l'a-l'oes on the ttElEhS and L Ve never ?nh-kse&
anyohe n my ife, so T dont know what a vy
needs to do o impress a girl +hese cln)fs.
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I+ seems like eve su?f N ,...,?, homar‘onm has
Sa-l'-l'eh a Cnh&y (Z'nrn. Even Travis Hickey 30-1'
one, and hell eat a crust of pizza out of a trash

can if 7ou SEve lnir«-. a quar-har.

Uncle Gnry was Pln ing his computer game in m
room +he other n;3z+, and T 4old him about -I'Ke
Valentine s Dd?f c}ahca ah& ﬂ\a Cuhc}?f Grams. Believe

it or not, he gave me Some renll)f Soa& advice.

Uncle Gdry +0H me *I'he bes+ wn?f +o 3e+ a sirl’s
attention is b}f makihs ?faursah( look “unavailable.”

He said what T should do is bu?f a bunch of
Cnh&?f Grams d;h& }\nve H\ﬂm all &elivﬂrﬂ& +o
MYSELF so the girls would think T was a renlly

hot PraPtr-I')/.
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T ?rnbably should ve ﬂ\aus}ﬁ' about +n|l:ih3 o
Uncle Gnry a lot earlier. He's been married
Same-i'hihﬂ like four times nlren&y, so hes an

EXPERT on rela-ﬁahs]ni?s.

Yes-i'er&n?/ T baush-i' two dollars worth of Cah&y
Grams, and -1'0&&7 in homeroom -H\e;z were delivered

Yo me.

HERE'S ANOTHER
ONE FOR GREG
HEFFLEY!

T J'us-l' lnoPe +his works, because that two bucks
was my lunch mahe?r.
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Frida

B?i:&hes&ay T4 blown -l‘hraugh five dollars,

and T realized if T ke?+ buyihg Cuh&?f Grams
for NPISEI'F, I. was gonhha starve o deaﬂ\. So

T decided 4o dc‘l‘uu"?f bu;f a Cuh&?f Gram for a
GIRL and see how that went.

Yes-i'er&ay at lunch T baush-l' a Cah&y Gram and
sent it to Adrianhe Simpsoh, who sits three rows
away from me in English. But T didnt want to
risk mf whah qudur"i'er‘ onh onhe Ptr’Sah, So I rnducle
sure 1 50‘1' rn;/ mheyJS worth.

Dear Adrianne, 3
It would be “sweet” if L-?'_
you'd go with me to the ¢
Valentine’s Day dance!
g

P.S. If +he answer is
no, please hond (o2
+his +o Julia 92
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Adrianne and Julia were both giving me &Er-l')z lookss
when T walked into class +a&n7, so I'm assuming
it's a no from both of them.

T realized o Cnhcl?f Gram isnt the ONLY way
to ask a sirl +o a dance, +hou3]n. There’s a 3Erl
named LeEﬂhnhh Marlow who sits in +he same chair
for homeroom that T sit in for HES'l'ar'y class. So
'I wrote her a hote on rn;/ cle.-sk, dhd it &i&h'-f

cost me a cent.

Uh‘\cor'i'uhd'l‘tly " T -Farsa'i' that after-school
detention is held in the same room as History,
So Some moron Jum?e& in with an answer thr’e
LeEﬂhnhh even had a chance o read mf hote.

v . HL n*u:a.w cﬂ.m Bovuy
[HI Lenjhunn . wgﬂ"fmﬁ
If you are |ookm3 Laighamm.
for someone +o do
to the dance wi+ﬂ Dedr Greg
Just le+ me know Nes T will SD to
b}r wr‘i+r'n3 back. xpe donce wi+h You

Gr*ea Heff 'IE)/ ond E s e

® me ?
HAR HAR
& s HAR
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T Pre-H')/ hervous, because it seems like there
aren+ renll?f a lot of sirls lef+ to choose from at
this point.

One girl who doesnt have a date ye-l' s Erika
Hernandez. She Just broke up with her bayfr;eh&,
this kid named Jamar Law, who is famous in our
school for getting his head stuck in a chair. The
Jahitor even had 4o cut him free with a hacksaw.
T+s in the yenrbaok and e\ftrpr-l‘]rﬁhs.

Sticky situation: Jamar Law gets a little help from Mr. Lewis after
getting his head stuck in a chair during Mrs. Moran's art class.

Erika is rtnlly Pr’t-l‘-i')/ and hice, so dont ask me
whn-l' 5}\& was -l'lnihk;ha w\\eh she 5+nr+e& smhs out
with a doofus like Jamar.
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She WOULD be at the top of my list for the
dance. But T'm worried that if ‘I‘}\ih&i worked out
between me and her, T4 nlwa)fs be -I'Hhkihs about
her ex-ba;zwfﬁah& and T wouldn+ be able +o get
Pns-l' it.

YOU MAY
NOW KISS
THE BRIDE!

The Erika Harhah&ez situation has made me
wonder what other girls misln-l' have a Jamar Law
in their Pns-l'. T+s hard +o keeP track of who
has gohe out with who in m?f sc}'\oah and that's
Em?or'l‘duh-l' information when )fcm‘r't |aakih3 for a
date to the dance. So T drew up a chart to see
how t"ﬂ‘tf‘)(aht i rn;( srn&t s connected.
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Tve still got a |oh3 way to go, but here's the
ihcamPle-l'e version.

'ﬂ\e person T'm worried about is a bo?r named
Evan Whitehead. Tve heard him brnaaihs that
he’s kissed a bunch of different 3$rls n my srn&e.
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But last week he SO'I' sent home from school
because he had the chicken pox, which T didnt
eveh khow ?fau could still GET nh?frnare. So who
knows HOW mahy girls Evan’s infected.

One girl Tm ?rt-l'-l'y sure Evan never kissed is
Julie Webber, because she’s been going out with
Ed Norwell since the fif+h Srn&e. But Te

heard +heir reln-HahSHP is a little shnk)f +hese

cinys, so Im gonhha do what T can o helP sPe.ecl

e . s o o
- T

-I']nihss n|ah3.

{ BETTER !
2 N THAN HIM!  /

T ——————
H
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T uesc}n¥

Uncle Gnr?/ told me that if T want a girl o go
+to -l'ht clnhce. wH:h me, ‘fm gonhha hn\m +o ask }\tr
face-to-face. 'I.'\fa been +r7Eh3 o cﬂmi& -I'lnn-l', but
T +hink he's Pro{)nbly ris}n-l'.

Theres a ﬂirl named Pey-l'oh Ellis who Tve nlwn)fs
kind of had a crush on, and when T saw her
&rihk?hs from the water fountain yes-l'er&n)/,

T stood there and waited Pn-l'iehﬂ)f for her 4o
finish. But Pe?f-l'oh mustVe seen me out of the
corner of her eye and realized T was gonha ask
her o the &nhct, so she Ju5+ keP-l‘ &rEhkihs and
&rihkhg while T stood +here like a c}aPt.

—_—

Il

Eveh-l'mll;z, +he bell rang and we both had o g0

o class.
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T l)nrt'.)z know Pe7+oh, so md%be " was a bad idea
to -l'r}l and ask her anyway. realized T should
Prabnbly stick with girls who Tve got some kind of
a conhection wE-I'h. 'ﬂ\a first ?ersoh ‘o come o mihd
was Be-l‘lnnh)f Breen, rn?/ lab Pnr-l'he.r in Science.

But I c}ohl‘l' 'l']nfhk I‘\fe m&e SUC}‘I a 300&
impression oh Ba-ﬂmh)f. We're in the middle of our
nhn-l'omy vnit, and for the PdS'I‘ few clnys we Ve

been &issec-l‘iha 'Froﬂs. T'm renlly Squenmish when
it comes to that sort of thing, so T just let

Be-l'hnh;z do the &Essec-ﬂhs while T stand on the
other side of the room 'l’r){ihﬂ hot to throw up-

Seriously, 'l')nous]n, in -I'HS cld?f d.h& age I &ahtl'
know w{y were still cwiting open -Froﬂs +to see
w}m-l"s ihs}&t -l')nem.
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Tf Somebod)/ tells me there’s a heart and intestines
inside a frog, T'm willing to take their word for it.

T was ?r'e-Hy h“??f T got Pnir’ed up with
Beﬂmhy as lab partners. T remember back in
elemehﬁr’y school, whenever a teacher ?ickec} a bo
and a gir’l to do 50me+l'\ih3 ‘l‘ngeﬂ'\er’, all the other
kids would 9o CRAZY.

WOULD PETER
AND LISA PLEASE
CLEAN THE
WHITEBOARD?

wOO
WOOO0O00!

When T got Picked to be lab partners with
Beﬂmhy, I was l-\oPihs for some kih& of reaction
from the rest of the class. But T guess everyahejs
outgrown that stuff.
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- mmmm———————.

W00 WwOO,"
RIGHT GUYS?‘

Mo
..................

CE%?%E ?%Eil %;;E ﬁmﬂgi
/

Even +\\au‘3\‘| T havent EmPressed Be-ﬂwnh?/ with
my dissection skills, T still thought T might

have a shot with her. T dont want 4o brns or
nh;r-l'h;hs, but T HAVE been a Pre-l‘-l')/ Kilarious

lab partner.
LOOK AT ME!
HEE HEE HEE!

A-i' the end of the &ny yes-l'er&ny T walked up

‘o Bt-i'hnh)( wheh SBnt was 3&'["1'.?13 her coat out
of her locker.
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T admit T was a li+tle nervous -I'nlkEhs to her
even -l‘}\aus}\ we sPehd 1car-|7--ﬁve minutes aver}f
clnpz as lab partners. But before T got a single
word out, T started 'I'lnithhg about the -Fr'ass.
So T dont +hink its gohha work out between me

and her.

E/G/AG GAG

Last hish-l‘ when T was telling Uncle Gnry about
what hn\)?the& at school, he said my Pr’al}ltrn

is that Tm trying to do this on my own and T
heed a "wihgmh" +o hth me look sao& in front of
the girls so it's easier to ask one out.

Well, T +hink Rawley would be o« PERFECT

wingman for me, because he makes me look Soa&

\jus-l' {)?f beihs Rimsel{.
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To&n;z T asked Rowley +o be my wingman, but ke
didn+ rtnll?f understand the concept. So T +old
Kim it's Just like baihﬂ my campaigh manager, but
for the dance.

Rowley said m?fbe we could be EACH OTHER's
wihﬂmh and helP each other st-l' a date to the
dance, but T said we should do this one person
at a time. T feel like we need 4o get my
situation taken care of ﬂrs-l', because Se-l'-l'ihs
P\owley a date to the dance could end up be}hs
a long-term project.

123



We gave H\e wihsmd;h ‘H\ihs a trial run at luhc}\, but
T +hink there’s still a lot of room for imProvemen‘l‘.

I HEARD GREG
HEFFLEY HAS REALLY
STRONG MUSCLES.
= =

\

o

)

ARV 2RVZ

—

'ﬂwrsda;

On ‘H\e walk *\ome from Sc}\ool +a&n>1, Row]ef +old
me he heard from a girl on the Dance Committee
that Alyssn Grove Just broke up with her
boy-ﬁ'ieh& and is lonkihs for a date to the dance.

See, thats EXACTLY w}\?/ T made Rowley my
wingman. Alyssn is one of the most popular girls
N m Sr.l'\ool, so 1 was gohha have to act c{uil:k
before one of the other saobers n rn?( class got
to her.
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W"\eh I 30+ hame I called Alfssajs humber r'i31\+
away, but no one was +here. 'ﬂ'\e: ahswering machine
?icke& up r'enll)f fast, and the next H\ihs T knew

T was lenviha a message.

UM YES.. . THIS IS
GREG HEFFLEY
SPEAKING...AND,
UH, I™ CALLING
REGARDING, UM...

I \'\H‘ +\'\t "Pouh&“ key on ﬂ'\e P"\ahe so I could
delete my message nh] start over. But my second

message wasnt that sren+, either.

HELLO, THIS IS GREG
HEFFLEY SPEAKING,
AND I™ TRYING TO
REACH MELISSA TO
SEE IF SHE WOULD
BE INTERESTED IN...
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I must Ve rer.orcle& +weh+< messages, because I
wanted to get it just right. But Rawle?/ was in
the room with me trying to stay completely silent,
and whenever T looked at him T Just comﬂe-t'ely

lost it.

HELLO, THIS IS
| GREG HEFFLEY AND

P BWAH HA
WAy

FEIN

P - L——

After a while me and Rawle;z were just -l'a-l'n|l>1
hnvihﬂ fun dh& soofihs durauhc}.

HELLO, THIS IS ROWLEY
JEFFERSON, AND I'™
CALLING ON BEHALF OF

SNARFZ

VA

)
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T knew there was no way T could leave a serious
message while Rowley was at my house, so T
deleted the last one and )nuhﬂ up +he P‘\ahe. T
Figur’ec} T mis"\‘l' as well \juS‘l’ wait until tomorrow
morning and talk +o A')’SSQ in person.

But what T didnt know was that hitting the
"\Dauh&" kt‘.:)f didn+ delete my messages on +he
Groves Voice mail 575+ern +he way i+ does on ours.
So after dinner tonight there was a knock on
the door, and it was Alfssnls father.

Mr. Grove told Dad that me and my friend had
lef+ twen ?rnhk messages on his machine and
+hat hed appreciate it if we never called his

I

So T guess Tm gonha have 4o scratch Alyssn
off my list.

hause nsn?h.

127



Mah&d«;

Uncle Gnr)/ told me if T renlly waht 1o send the
r'is]n-l' Sishdds +to 3irls at St}\aal, I mEﬁh't' cahsicle.r
u?&n-l'ihs my wardrobe. He said that wenrihg a
new shirt or new shoes nlwnys makes him feel more
confident, and it might work for me, oo.

The -I']nihs is, T 'I"t‘.'.ﬁ“)f dont HAVE a lot of new
clothes. T4 say about 90% of every-l'hihs T wear
s a hand-me-down from Rodrick. Mom would 5{17
+hat's an exaggeration, but all you Kave 4o do is
check +he -I'nﬂi a r'n)( underwear for Proa-\c.

T never rtnll)f cared much about what T wore, but
now Uncle Gnry )nni me woh&er}hﬂ if rny wnr&robe

1S "\al&Ehs me back.
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'ﬂ'\is weekend T asked Mom if we could 90 out and
get me some hew \jenhi and shoes so T could reall

look shar\a at school, but the minuvte T said i+ T
wished T could take it back.

Mom gave me a long sPtech about how kids in
middle school focus +oo much on appearances, and
how if we sPth-l' half the time on academics that we
&a on &ecE&Ehs w"\ﬁ'l' ‘o wear, our cauh'l'r)/ waul&hl-l'

be ranked +weh+)/—1fE'F+]r\ in the world in math.

T shouldve known Mom wouldn® run rish'l‘ out
and {Juy me a whole bunch of new clothes. Tn
fact, when Mom was on the PTA, she started a
petition Pushihﬂ for school uniforms because shed
read some article that said kids who wear uniforms
do better in academics.
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Lutkﬂ)f, She &i&htl' se.-l' ehausjn SEshd-l'ures,bu-l'
word 30'1’ around that rn?( mom was the one who
started the school uniform petition, and there was
a stretch of a few weeks where T had o wait a
half hour at +he end of each cld?f before it was
safe 4o walk home.

”

Since Mom wouldnt +ake me out clothes S]nm‘)?ihﬂ,
I &tti&t& to star+t Pak?hs nrouhcl -I'ht *‘\ause +to
see if there was nhy-l'Hhs cool T could wear.

I S'I'nr'-l'e& {:7 30§h3 -I"'\raus"\ Ra&r’ickls &resscr
&rnwers, but T don+t think we have the same
+aste when it comes to clothes.
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Uncle Gnr7 told me T should look in Dad’s closet,
because sometimes grown-ups have "v$h+n5a“
stuff that looks cool. TVve never seen Dad wear
nhy-l'hihs cool in my whole life, but T was willihg
‘o sh.'e it a -l'r)/.

Thm 5ln& Uncle Gnry gave me +hat tip, because
believe it or not, T found EXACTLY what T was

|aokih3 for in the back of Dad’s closet.

=%
W
T
222
‘ﬁ.--"
Z
&
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T+ was a BLACK LEATHER JACKET. Tve

never seen Dad wear T, So T -Fiﬂured he mustve
l)aus}\-l' it before I was born.

T Kad no idea Dad owned nh)f-l'Hhﬂ that cool, and
it kind of made me see him in a whole new |i3}\-l'.

T Pu-l' i+ on and went downstairs. Dad seemed
?r‘e-H’)/ SUrPrise& +o see his old leather Jntke+,
and he said he l)aug’n-l' it back when he was first
&d'l’ihs Mom.
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T asked Dad if T could borrow i+, and he said he
didnt need it nhymre. so it was OK b)( Nim.

Unfortunately, Mom wasnt on board with the
idea. She sm'c( +he \jncke-l' was way too expensive

for a middle school student to wear and that T
rnES)n'l' &nmnse + or lose it.

A

T +4old her that wasnt fair, because i+ was Just
sitting in the closet gathering dust, so it didn%
renlly matter if Sarne-l']nEhs ‘\n\)?ehe& to i+. But
Mom said the Jntke+ sent the "wrahg messnse“ and
+hat, besides, it wasnt a winter coat. So she +old
me to put it back in the upstairs closet.
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But wheh I was in -I']nc s)nawtr -I'Hs rnor‘hihs, I
Ju5+ couldnt S-h:r\) 'I'Hhkihs about how awesome i+
would be +o wear tha+t -I'Hhs to school. T knew T
could Prabnbbz sneak i+ out of the house and put it
back in +he closet later without Mom even hoticing.

So while she was Feedihs Mnhh?f breakfast, T
went vpstairs, srnbbt& the J'ncke.-'l', and sliPPt&
out 'l'lne front &oar.

HERE COMES
THE AIRPLANE!

The first thing T have to say is, Mom was righ+
about the \jncke-l' hot beihs a winter coat.
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That thing didnt have any sort of lining, and
}\alfway to school T was starting to renlly regret
rn;( clecisiah.

CHATTER
CHATTER

MY slovas were in my winter coat at home, and

rﬂy lnnhcis were FREEZING. So I Shove& -H\ern
in the Packt-l's of the Jncke+, but there was
SGME-I'HhS n anth ohe.

There was a renu)/ cool pair of aviator suhalnsses
in one of the Potke-l's, so that was a bonus. In
the other there was one of +hose PEt‘l‘ure S'l‘r'f\)S
?fau 3&‘]‘ at a ?"\a'l'a booth in +he mall.
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At first T didnt recoghize the PeoPle in the
picture, but then T realized i+ was Mom and Dad.

T ren“)( wish T hadn* seen that riﬂh'l‘ after
en-th breakfast.
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When T got to school, EVE‘.!"Y Kead turned in my
direction as T walked down the hnllwny.

Tn fact, T got so much attention that T
&eci&e& ‘o kee? -l']ne \jncke-l' on -l']ne rest of -l'he
&n?f. T fel+ like a whole new person in homeroom.

A few minutes before the bell rang to start the
&n)f, there was a loud khock?hg on the little
w?h&aw n '1'}1& c}aor’.

137



T \jus-l' about had a heart attack when T saw who

it was.

() POUND
POUND

~

When +he teacher aPeha& the door, Mom walked
s-l'rm‘ah-l' ‘o my &es.k nhcl rnncle me hnh& over Ddcri
leather Jdet+ in front of t\ferpmhe.

I -I'al& Mom i+ was too cal& GU'I'SE&E for me o
walk home without a \jacke-l', so she gave me HER

winter coat ‘o wear.
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T wasnt too }mﬂ:)f about the Situation, but at
least T was warm on the wn?f home.

Wa&hes&n?’

B}( now t?tf‘)(baciy at school has heard about +he
avy whose Mom made him wear her winter coat. So
this is gonha make it a lot harder for me +o find
a date o the dance.

#
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Jﬂm-l'ls why T Ve decided mf best shot is +o take
someone who DOESN'T 90 to my school to +he
dance. And T think TVve found the ?trfec-l' Plnct
to look: church.

Tve heard that +he students at the church school
+hink the kids who go to Public school are Pre-l'-l')/
-I'auah. So w}\tht‘ftr I run into one of rnp( -Fr'ith&i

at church, T make sure 4o ?|n7 it real cool in
front of 'l'lne church kicls.

Reneh-l'l)(, Mom has become friends with Mrs.

5+rih3er at church because -l'lney both worked on
the Fall Fair Committee.
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The S-I'rihsars have two kids who 9o to the church
school, a ba)f named Weﬂe?/ and a sErl named

Lauvrel. Tve never nr.-l'ua.lly seen Weslty, so he must
be down in the basement with the other little kids

&ur‘ihﬂ church.

MR. LAUREL MRS.
STRINGER  STRINGER STRINGER

A few hisln-l's ago Mom invited the whole 5+rEh3e.r
family over to our house for dinner this T'—rEc}n?(.

T +hink she’s kaPEhﬂ Mnhh)f and Wtsley will click

and Mnhhy can be friends with a real live person

-For onhce,

But T can see a real aPPar-l'uhH)/ here for ME.
Lauvrel is in m Sra&e;, and she's better |ookih3
than mos+ mj the girls in my class. So this dinner
could rtnlly chnhgt my fortunes.
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?r?&n%
Mom SPeh'l‘ a |oh3 +ime SE‘H'EhS 'l‘)ne )nouse reu&)/
before +he S-I'rihstr’s came oVer, and when T took

a look around, T realized T4 better Pi-l'r.h in, too.

There were embnrrnssih3 +)n¢'h35 all over the
Plnce. For starters, we still had our Christmas
tree up n ‘]')ne |i\f§h3 room. I‘I’ was ‘oo mud‘\ war’k
to dismantle i+, so me and Dad just shoved it in
-l')ne garage.

There were dEnPers -l'n\)ec} on all the corners of
our 'Fnrn}lf room furniture that were lef+ over from
when Mom bn{)y—\)roa{e& the house after Mnhh)/
star+ted crawling.
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She used PatkEhs tape to hold the &En?trs in
Plnce, and THAT wasn+ easy to get off.

Uncle Gnry was on the couch in the fam?ly room
-l'nkEhs d hap, So we J'us-l' covered him with a sheet
and haPe& haba&y would want to sit there.

Next was the kitchen. There's a bulletin board on
the wall with different certificates and ribbons
+hat Mom has given us kids over the Pze.-nrs.

143



E.verf-ﬂmhﬂ with my name oh it is ren|17 lame, so
T ook i+ off the wall and hid i+ in the ?nh-l'ry

0

- ”gooC(B elj

AQUHTC( g‘ﬁamewer& Cithout Tears
15 hereby given to - ﬁ g

— Dhugenye SEETTCLT o

o —marlﬂt— dress i ) M &

- myself! 11— =

et | (R o T

: SIS T
Hrsgerny )

B?/ the time the S-I'rihaers showed up, wed taken
care of all the ma jor stuff. But the visit got off
to a rtally shnky start. You remember how T said
Mnhh)/ was afraid of some kid at church who acted
like a Vnm?Ere? Well, i+ turns ovt that kid was
WE.S'E)f Stringer.

T
3%




So any ho?e Mom had of Mnhh7 mdkihs a hew
friend was camPle-l'ely out the window. Mnhhy
skE?Pt& dinher and sPth-l' the rest of the hEﬂln-l'
H&Ehﬂ n his be&raam, w"\ich I wish I caul&‘ve
done, because Mom made a fnhc;r meal to impress

our 3ut5+5.

I-l‘ was cream of mushmam ch?tkth wH']n asparagus
on top. T know asparagus is SUPPOSE& +o be ren“y
Saa& for )fau, but 40 me its like kr')f\)‘l'ahi't't.

T didnt want to look unsophisticated in front
of Laurel, 'l')nousln, so I decided o JUS‘]‘ close m?f
eyes, Pll-’& my hose, and choke i+ down.

The growh-ups +alked about Pali‘l‘ics and stuff
that wasnt all that interesting, and me and
Lavrel Just had 1o sit there and listen.
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Mom told Mrs. S'I'rEhstr about some -Fd.htf
restavrant she goes to with Dad when -l'}\ey have
a date hEﬂh-l',“ and Mrs. 5-l'rEh3tr said that she
and her husband can never go out for dinner

on weekends because Laurel is nlwn)fs off &aihs
SGME-I'HhS with friends and -l')ne7 caht find a
reliable bn{:o?/si-l‘-l'er for Weﬂey.

T +old Mrs. S-I'rihser that if -Hwey ever nheed a
l)nb)fsE-l'-l'er, 'H'\t?f should call ME.

T figured its a way to get in good with the
Stringers and get paid doing it. Mom liked the
idea, too, and she said bnbys?ﬁ?hs would be a
great experience for me. Mrs. S-I'r}hstr seemed
Pre-H'y ;rn?resse&, and she asked if T was free
‘tomorrow, So T +old her T was.
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T dont want +o get too far ahead of m;(SE.l‘\c
here, but T'm sure one c,l,dy Tl be SE-I"I'Ehs around
with the S-I'rihsers on ﬂ\ahkssithS and we |l all be
ldus"\ihﬂ about how T used 4o {m{)ysH' rn7 brother-
n=law, \r\lesle)f, when T was in middle school.

Saturda
Tah@h‘l‘ Mom &rcn‘)?e& me off at the S-I'r'ihsers‘
"\OUSE at 6:30.

e e W e
" fala’ ~

Mrs. 5-I'r:‘h3er said Laurel had nlren&y gone o a
friend’s \\ouit, which kind of s-t'uhk, becavse T was
lna\')ihﬂ I miﬂh'l‘ 3E+ ‘o see lm‘:r’ for a few minutes

and talk to her about the dance.
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Mrs. Stringer said 1 should put Nesle;z to bed at
8:00 and that -1'}\&7'& be home around 9:00. She
told me T could watch TV until 'l']ney 30'1' home
and to lne.l? myself to nh;rl’h?hs in the friclﬂe.

i

After Mr. and Mrs. S+rih3e;r left, it was Just
me and Ntsley. T asked Wesley £ he wanted o
?lny a board game or 5ame+hEh3 like that, but he
sn;& }\e wnh-l'e& ‘o g0 out in ‘H‘\t garage ah& 3&'1'

his bike.
u l o |0 |

Rt
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T +old him i+ was oo cold to ride his bike outside,
but he said he wanted to ride i+ INSIDE. ﬂwe
S-I'rihsers have a rmlly hice house, and T was
Pre-l'-i)/ sure -l'hey didnt want Wesle;z icrn-l'd\[hs up
their hardwood floors. So T +4old him we needed +o
find SOME'I'Hhs else o do.

Wtslty had a hust f+. After he calmed down he
told me he wanted 4o color instead. T asked him
where his calarihs stuff was, and he said i+ was in
‘I']ne |nuhclr‘7 room. Dut w\‘ueh I went to se'l' T, I
heard +he latch on +he door lock behind me.

]
cLIC .

it
Theh I henr& 'H‘\E: garage &aar c:u\:mt:-'r*.Jr nhc} -H\e
hext -I'Hhs T knew Wesley was r$c}§h3 around the
kitchen on his bike.

149



I Pauh&e& on 'l'he c}oar' for ]nim to let me out, bot
he Ju5+ ishared me.

KWOCK

Nex+ I henr& -ﬂ\e basement &aor aPeh, nh& -l'heh
d rurﬁb“hs sound followed b}f a HUGE c¢rash. T
could hear Wesley cr?dhs at the bottom of +he
stairs, ah& I s-har-i't& ‘o Pnhic because i+ 50uh&t&
like he was renll?f hur+t.

BLE |[&
N UMBLE
RUMBLE
.
CRASH
~
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But then Wesle;z calmed down, and T could hear
him dragging his bike back up to the top of the
stairs. ﬂweh )ne r'a&t &awh -I'he Stairs nh& crashecl
at the bottom AGAIN, followed b)/ MORE +ears.

T am not exaggerating when T +ell you this went
on for an hour and a half. T ‘l')nau‘cj)n't' Nesley
would wear himself out, but he never did. T
remembered that the Stringers said -H\ey couldnt
find a bnbys?-l'-l'er for \hjesley, and how that was
starting to make a lot of sense.

AUMBLE
MBLE
RUMBLE | |©

T ﬂsure& T was gonhha have +o \')uhr‘sh Weslty
for |ackih3 me in the lnuh&ry room once 1 30‘]‘
out of there. What he DESERVED was a Soa&
s?nhkihﬂ, bt T Figure& that Pral)nbly wouldnt
ﬂy with the Stringers.
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I &ecE&e& I'& sf\ft We.-sle;)z a time-out, because
that's what my parents nlwnyi did when T
misbehaved as a little kid. Th fact, when T was
little T even got +ime-outs from RODRICK.,

iR

ﬂ\a -I'Hhs 1S, T had no idea Rodrick didnt
nc-l'unll?z have the AUTHORITY 4o give me
+ime-outs. Ahc} I cant +ell 7au }\ow rn-:lhj/ haurs I

|033ec} in that time-out chair when Rodrick was
bnbys?-f-l'}hﬂ me.
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One time T was -l'hrowEhS a ball in the house

while T was home alone with Rodrick, and T
ncci&th-l'nll)r knocked over a wecl&Ehﬂ Pha-l'a of Mom
and Dad. Rodrick gave me d half-hour time-out
for THAT one.

=

When Mom and Dad got Nome, -l'hey saw the
broken Pic-l'ure and asked which one of us had
done it. T told them it was me but +that +he.7
didnt need 4o give me a ?uhis}\me:hi', because Td
nlren&;z gotten a time-out from RODRICK.
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But Mom said +he ahly PtaPle who could hand
out PuhEs}\meh-l‘i were her and Dn&, so T ended
up Sﬂr\fihﬂ a DOUBLE +ime-out for br’enkihs
-H\crt' ?ic-l'ure.

®

“\‘ ) ."'
WeH
/ﬁ %ﬁﬁ

T fisurt& Wesle;z deserved a TRIPLE +ime-out

for |ockih3 me in 'H\e, ld.uh&r' room. Dut it was

getting Pre-H')/ late, and T knew it would look
bad if +he S-I'n'hsers came home and T was still
locked inside.

So T started |oak;h3 for another way out. There
was a spare freezer black?hs a door to the back
deck, so T Puslne& with all my rnES]n-l' and gave
m7$e|-FJu5+ ehous’n room to Squeeze +]r\rou3}r\ and
open the door.
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T+ was renlly cold outside, and T was ahly

wear?hs a T—slnir-i' cmcl Pnh-i's. I +rie& o aPeh
the front door, but it was locked.

T decided if T was gonha catch this kid of
3unr&, T4 need the element of surprise. So
T walked around the house and tried all the
windows on the first floor until T found one
that was unlocked. T +hen Pus]ne.& it open and

crawled inside.
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T landed headfirst in someone’s bedroom, and after
T looked around T realized it must be Laurel’s.

I X

Like T said, it was 'Frttz.;hs cold ovtside, so T
needed to warm up before 30ih3 after Wesle;z. But
T renlly regret 'l'dukr'hﬂ a few minutes to do that,
because in the time T was in Lauvrel’s room, Mr.

[=—)

and Mrs. S-I'rEhser came home.




Ha?efully, we can all have a saa& chuckle about
+his story at some future Thanksgiving, too. But
T think i+ gonhna be a while before Mr. S-I'r:‘hstr
1S ren&)f +o |au3h about this one.

Wt&hesény

After Hawiha my chances with Laurel S-l'rihﬂer,
T Pre-l"l‘y much 9ave up onh fihclihg someohe ‘o
take to the dance. T+’ ohly three &nys nwny,

and I::Y now. everyohe who's going is nlrendf
PnErt& up with someone else. So T -Fisure& Td be
sPeh&ihs Sn-l'ur&ny hisln-l' at home Plnyihs video
games b}( m;zsehf.

But )(es-l'er&a)f Rawlt)f gave me Some hews after
one of Hs Dance Committee mee+ih35 -I'hn-l'
:huhse& EVERYTHING.
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He said Abisnil Brown was upset &urihs the
mae-l'ihs because the l)a)f she was So;hs wH'}\,
Michael Snmpmh, has a fmmily ablEsn-Hah and had
+o cancel on her. So now Abisnﬂ has a dress and
ho ohe o 90 1o the dance with.

% %ﬁ”"’“‘ % 39%
Ve

So the s-l'nﬂe is set for me to Swoop in and be
the hero. T +old Rowle)f this was his b[s chance
‘o come -I'}\rougln as my wihgmh nh& )nouk me up

with Abi‘gnﬂ.

The -I'lnihs S, Ab?ﬂnEl doesn+ renlly know me, and
T kind of doubted she'd 9o to the dance with a
person she doesnt know. So T +old Rawlay he
SBnOUM tell Ab?ﬂdﬂ ‘I')nt -H\ree of us taul& 90 o ‘H‘\t
dance TOGETHER as o nﬂrouP of friends.”

Rawle;z seemt& +to lEke -Hm-l' E&en because ‘\tls been
&a}hs all +his work on the Dance Committee and
cli&hl‘l' hn\ft nh;zahe +to go wE-I')n, e}-l'}ntr.

158



T 'FESUFE;& +he three of us could 9o out Yo &Ehher‘,
and at the restauvrant Abi‘gm‘l would get to see
what a 3r’en+ 3”}’ T was. B)/ the time we sa-l' to
the dance, wed walk in as a couﬂe

The ahly Prablem was that wed need a RIDE. T
washt about to ask Mom for one, because the
seats in our minivan are crusted with old Cheerios
nh& Ga& knows w]nn‘l' else. Ph.vsJr "\nvihs Mom d||ah3
on my date could be a 4otal disaster.

IT SEEMS LIKE
IT WAS JUST
YESTERDAY
THAT GREG WAS
IN DIAPERS!

Tkrewif T renlly wanted to impress Abusm
T'd need 1o rent a limo, but those -I'lmhss cost a

FORTUNE. Then T had an idea.
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Rowlefjs dad has a ren|17 hice car, So 1 fisure& we
could SE'I' HIM 4o drive us. Abisn?l wouldnt even
have 4o know Mr. Jefferson was Rawlefs dad. T4
we didn+ sny nhy-l'lnihﬂ, shed \jus-l' think he was a
Prafess?ahal driver. Mny{)e Tl even get him one of

those hats chauvffeurs wear, +o r'e.nlly sell the idea.

Of course, we wouldnt be able +o say nh)f-l'hihﬁ to
MR. JEFFERSON, either. Me and him kind of

have a bad )nis-l'ary, and T'm sure he wouldnt be
|aal’.ih‘¢3 to do me nh)f extra favors.

T}\Ehss started -Fnll?hs into Plnce -l‘ac}n?/. Rowle)f
talked to Abisnil, and she likes the whole uﬂr"”?
of friends” idea. And on top of that, Mr.
Jefferson ngree& +o drive us to the dance.
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So how L'm kea?Ehs my fihﬂers crossed +that
ha-l'}\ihs will }\nﬂ)eh between now and Sn-l'urdn)f
night o screw things up.

T +old Uncle Gnrf about the dance, and he seems
even more excited about it than T am. He wanted
+o know all the details, like how man Pea\')le were
gohha be there and if 'l'he,)z hired a DJ. But T
didnt know the answers to his ques-l'iahs, because
Rowlefjs the one on the Dance Committee and
that stuff is kind of in his department.

T was more focused on fih&?hﬂ mneﬂﬁhs to
WEAR. Uncle Gnry told me if T renll)f waht o
impress my date, T should wear a suit. T went in
Rodrick’s closet and found a suit that he nc-l'unll)z
wore to one of Uncle Gnr)fjs wt&&Ehgs.

F

b st
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T couldnt find an coloshe in Rodrick’s Juhk
drawer, but T DID find a bottle of that ba&}f

s?rny -l']nt)f}re nlwn)fs ncl\fer-l'isEhs onl V. T was

a little nervous about uSihs i+, 'I"'\au‘gh, because if
that stuff renlly works like ‘H‘\t)’ say in the ads,
'H'\eh ‘tomorrow hEsln't' caul& be a hES +mare.

M)f Great Uncle Bruce Pnise& away a few years
490, and T knew we had a box with some of his
?ermhnl stuff in the garage. T found a bottle of
his cologhe and tried a little on my wrist.

T+ made me smell exnc-l'ly ike Great Uncle Bruce,
bt T ﬂsure it's safer than usEhS that {Ja&)f 5?”‘)"
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T even asked Dad +o take me 4o the sracer)f
store, where T boussn-l' a box of those Valentines
chocolates for Ab:sml T never shouldve taken
+he ce“a\)hnhe off +he box, -I'\\ou‘g)n because T ve
nlren&y \\el\)ed m75e|-F to the buttercreams, peanut
clusters, and caramels.

HaPe'Full)f, AbEsnil likes the coconut chocolates
nhcl -I'\‘\t ones -H‘\crl' taste like -I'aa-l'h?ns-l'e., because
thats all +hat's renl|7 left at this point.

Sn-l'ur'&n
Tohig)[ﬁ was the hEa)n'l‘ of the big Valentine's Dny
clnhce., and it So-l' off t0 a REALLY roua}\ start.
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When T went over 4o Rowlefs house +o get

ren&y, T noticed he had little red burn\)s on his
face that looked like mosquito bites. But then T
realized what those spots were: CHICKEN POX.

Ever since Evan Whitehead showed up at school
wi-l'ln cln;ckah pox a few weeks 490, its been
SPren&r'hS like wildfire in my class.

ﬂ\ii Pns-l' week four {)ays were sent home b?f +he
school nurse. Tm pre sure one of those 3"‘75
was 'H‘\t Mn& Pnh-l'ser, because -I'he.-re \\n\.‘ehtl' been
nh?/ Pnh-l'sEhﬂ incidents since Tuesén?z.

164



Tve heard chicken pox are SUPER contagjous,
and whenever a kid gets them, theyre not allowed
to come back +o school for a week. But T couldnt
afford to have Rowle;z out of commission for even
one NIGHT. He was rﬂ)f ride to the &nhce, and
T knew that if his mom and dad didnt let him
90, then T couldnt 90, either.

T +old Rawley he had the chicken pox, bt T
?rabnbly should ve broken the news to him slowly

nstead of all at once.

Rowle)f was gohha go s-l'rnEﬂ}\-l' downstairs and tell
his parents, but T +old him 1o calm down and wed
-FEsure 'I')nES out 'l'oﬂeﬂ'\tr.
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T said if he could JuS‘l’ get 'l"'\r‘au‘cj)h the his)h‘l'
without -I'ellEhs nhyahe, T'd owe Kim for the rest
of my life. All he needed o do was cover up his
chicken pox and not make a big stink 4o his
Pnreh-l's. We'd both go to the dance and have a
great time, and no one would even have to know.

But Rawltpz was too freaked out to think
i'l'rdEs}\'l', ah& I hn& o 3?&'& )nirn two coconut

chocah‘l'ts +to quEt‘l’ "\im &awh

*E-""‘" SM
w £11 n‘\ Aq_

Now that Raw't?f knew he had the chicken pox,
he was ﬂﬂlhﬂ CRAZY with the r-l'c)nuhﬂ So T

3°+ Some Sacks out a1c )nrs &ressar nh& PU']' 't')nem
oh )n;s }mh&s.

)

\
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T 'Fnsure& Rowle.)zs mom and dad robnblf knew
what chicken pox looked like and we had to find
a wn)( to cover them up- So we went into his
Pnreh-t's’ bathroom and looked 'I"'\raus"\ his Moms
mnkev\) kit 4o see if there was nhy-l‘hhs we could
use. 1 found some stuff called “concealer,” and
+hat sounded about rrﬂ)n-l' to me.

T used a little brush T found in a drawer and
+hen tried to cover up the Prablem areas on

Rowlefs face.

But you could -I'a-l'nll tell that Rowley was wearin
4 X’ 9
-

mnktuP So T srnbbe& a silk scarf from the
top of Mrs. Jeffersons dresser and +old Rowle7
o Pu-l' it on nhc} cover vp ﬁrouh& )nES mou-l')n.

’ﬂweh I ho-l'ite& he hn& a few chickth pox on )nr's
FOREHEAD, so T found a beach hat in his moms
closet nh& hn& )nEM \DU'I' 'H'm-l' on, too.
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I‘m hot gohha Sd?f Rowhf |ooke& totally normal,
but at least you couldnt tell he had +the c{ickeh pox.

T kind of held my breath when we got into the
car, but T +hink Mr. Jefferson \juS‘l‘ 'l']nausin-l'
Rowh}f’s getup was some kind of middle school
fashion 'l’]nfhs, and he didnt sn?/ a word.

Wheh I a\)the& ‘I‘"\t back Jnar’ +o 3e+ n, I was
Pre-H'y SUrPriie& to find Rowle;z‘i old booster seat
-l'nkihg up ohe of the sPa-l‘s.
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T asked Rowlay wlny he still had a booster seat in
his dad’s car, and he said 'H‘\E?f Ju5+ never took it
out once he sa'l' {}Eg ehaush for the resuhr seat.
But come to think of T, Tve nlhrd)/i 'I'houah'l'
Rawlty seemed a little 400 +all whenever he drove
I>7 with his -Fdnmﬂy.

T knew we had to take that -I'Hhﬂ out before we
went to PEck vp Ab?snil, because a limo comPnhy

would never have a booster seat in one of its cars.
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But ?mu needed to be some kind of an ehgiheer to
-FEsure out how 4o undo the c|ﬁ5P on that -I')nEhs.
B}( +ha+ point we were nlrtn&y late Pick?hﬂ up
Abism'l, so we had to Just leave it.

When we Pullt& into Abi\gn;l‘s &r;\ftway, T asked
Mr. Jefferson to }\ahk 'l')ne )nar'n to let )ner' know

we were -l')ne.rt.

BU'I' Mr. JE'F'FerSGh woul&htl' hohk 'H'\e harh,
because he said that's no w47 to treat a Hlncbz.“
He said one of us was gohna have o 90 +o her
front door and “escort” her.

Rawle?/ started to get out, but T realized this
was mpz {J}ﬂ c’nnhce +o make a saa& first imPresﬁiah

on Ab?ﬂm‘l. So T walked up o the house and
L’.hotke& on 'l‘)ne &oar.
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But A{)ism'l didn+ come 4o the front door—her
DAD did. APPnrth-Hy, Mr. Brown is a state
+rooPer‘, or he \juS‘i‘ likes &ress?hs up like one.

Mr. Brown said Ab}sail was vpstairs getting ren&y
and shed be down in a minute.
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He told me to come inside and have a seat while
T waited. T+ felt like we were sitting there an
HOUR waiting for Abigail to come downstairs,
and T really didnt like +he look of the handcuffs
{ncl on his bel+.

Mr. Brown

T finally decided this was way +oo much stress for
a Valentine's anz dance and was rencbz +o bail out.
But risln-i' as I went o leave, Abiﬂd?l came down
the stairs.

|-

—
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The first thing T noticed was that Abigail was
wearing a renll}f Poaf?f dress, and T knew there
was ho wn)f the three of us were gohha fit in
the backseat of Mr. Jefferson’s car. But there
was o way T was sitting in Rowlt)fls booster
seat, either, so T volunteered to ride vp front.
Besides, T knew Mr. Jefferson had heated
front seats, so L -FEﬂure& T rnEgh-l‘ as well take
a&unh-l'nﬂe of that.

Mr. Jefferson had a Pilt of papers in +he
passenger seat becavse T guess he was Plnhhihs on
&aEhS his taxes or same-l‘)nEhs while he was waiting
for us at+ the dance.

T+ was oo much of a hassle to move all that
stuff, so T decided o Jus-l' )noP in the wny back

of the car so we could get on with the hisln-l'.
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Abism'l didn*t seem too bothered b){ the fact that
Rowley was sitting in a booster seat, and T 'm
?re-H'y sure she -H\augh-l‘ he was Jus-l' &aihs it as
a \jokt‘..

But humor is kind of MY +hing, and T wasn+
about to let Rowley steal my +hunder.

T T
4 7" HE'S NOT ™\

-
e s o s e e

T+ got kind of quiet in the car, so T asked

Mr. Jefferson if he could turn on the radio. But
ihs-t'mc} of ?u-l‘-l'ihﬂ on Some music, he -I'uhe& ih ‘o
some burihs talk radio station, and thats what we
had o listen to for the rest of the ride.
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THE DOW JONES INDUSTRIAL
AVERAGE FELL O.3 PERCENT
ON NEWS OF THE FEDERAL

RESERVE RAISING
INTEREST RATES. THAT WONT

HELP MY
INVESTMENT
T~ PORTFOLIO!

Thm pre sure he Ju5+ did that becavse he was
nhhoye& d called him “Driver.”

Rowley and Abisail got into a conversation, but
T was right next 4o the speakers in the back
and T couldnt re.all)l hear what ‘1‘"\&7 were 5&7.’#\3.

WHAT'S SO
FUNNY, GUYS?
/pssT pss~r =Sy, HEE HEE
\_ PSST ST d o :
/.
B>
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When Mr. Jefferson ?ulled over, L Hwous\-ﬂ' we were
at -Hwe restavrant. But wejd s-h::P?ed at a re?air
shaP to Pick up Mr. Jeffersons vacuum cleaner.

A‘l‘ +hat Paih‘l‘ T wished T4 Juﬁ' cousl'\ecl up
the money for a limo, because a ?rofessiohnl
driver wouldnt have run errands on +he way to
the restavrant.

BUB > VALUUNI ‘
REPAIRS =

—

T'd made a reservation at S?rfago's, which is that
-Fahr.y restavrant Mom and Dad are nlwnys +n|kih3
about. T knew it mig‘ﬁ be a little Pricey, bot T4
saved vp a lot of money from chores and T reall

wanted to impress Abisnil by laokihs like a bi3 shot.
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When we Pulle& nto the Pnrkiha lot, Mr.
Jefferson a\)ehe& the back for me. But when
= got out, my suit was covered in all these

reasy smears from the vacuum cleaner.
greasy

Z

T didnt want to look like a slob, so T Just lef+ my
Jackeﬂ' in the car, and we went into the restavrant
+03e+}\er. T was l\o?ihg Rowley would +ake a hint
and s-h:y back with his dad, but he came n'giﬁ
d||ah3 with us.




SPrisaojs was a LOT fancier than T Hwnus}\‘r
it would be. When we walked in, the host told
us this was an "u?smle establishment” and +hat
gentlemen were requErecl to wear sports \jacke-l's.

v ere was ho wa was gohha wear my dir
But +h 7 T 9 f di
suit Jacke*'l‘, so T asked the host if he could
Ju5+ make an exce?ﬁah this one time. He said he
couldnt but that +he restavrant had spare sports
Jntkrl’s I could barr’ow. Aﬂwe onhe }\e 3&‘#& meé wdS a
1TTle Dig, uT 1T oh ahyway.

i+ b‘s bu-I'IP-l"-I' yway

N
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When we sat down T noticed a terrible smell
and tried o fisure out where i+ was camfhs from.
Then T realized i+ was coming from ME. T guess
that loaner Jncke+ had been used b)/ a hundred
different Pea\)le without ever beihs washed.

T didnt want 4o smell like s.:rmeba&;z else’s ba&y
odor clur'ihs clihhtr, so 1 excused m75e|-F o 90 +to
the bathroom and scrubbed +he sports \jncke-l'ls
underarms with soap and water, then dried them

with the hand &rfer.

(NROOp,

= A

. =

179



Well, that Just made i+ WORSE, because the
heat activated the B.O. and it sPren&.

That was it for me. T +old AbEﬂnEl and Rowle?/
+his Plnce was for ?hahies and we should Just
take off.

T lef+ my Jjacket with the host at the front,
and the three of us walked out +he door. T said
mnybe we s}\aul&\juﬁ' SkEP dinher and 90 r‘Es"\'l' ‘o
the dance, but Abiﬂd?l said she was renll?r }\uhﬂr?r,
and Rawlt?f said HE was starving, oo.

130



The ohl;{ other restavrant in the area was Corhyls,
and T told +them there was no way T was going
THERE. But Rawley said he renl'.)( likes +he
dessert bar at Corhfs, and Abignﬂ said that
sounded Soa& to her.

T was renlly starting to regret lnav.'hs Row|e7
nlohs on this date, because if all he was gonha do
was take Ab;ﬂnirs side, Td get outvoted e.-ver)f
single time. But T didnt want to make a big deal
about it in the middle of my date, so T just bit
my lip and we walked three blocks +o Corhyls.

Luckily, T remembered about the tie issve before
we walked in the front door, and T stuffed mine
n my back ?ocke-l' at the last second.
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But T didnt have time to warn Rawle;)(, S0 now
Kis tie is a ?ermnheh-l' Pnr'i' of the Wall of Shame.

LET ME TAKE —
CARE OF THAT =

FOR YA, PARDNER!
/

Carh;z’s was a total ZOO. M){ {nmily usmlly goes
on a wttkhiﬂh-l', but it's a whole different scene on

a Sn-i'urc}n)/.




ﬂ\t Saa& hews was -Hm-l' since we &i&hl-l' ‘m‘fa nhf
li+tle kids with us, +ha7 didnt seat us in Children's
Alley. But the “adult” section of Carhfs washt a
whole lot better. All that separates the +wo sides

IS Some 3'.-:55, and we got seated rish-l' hext to a
fnm:‘ly with a dbunch of wild kids.

T asked our waitress if we could move, and she
made a sour face and took our stuff 4o another
table. But T wish we had Just s-l'n?fe& where

we were, because our new situation wasnt an

Em? rovemendt.
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T didnt want to ask the waitress 4o move us a
SECOND +ime, because the last person you want
+o make mad is the person who's Strviha )(au )(aur
food. So T Ptrt' a cau?h of menus up dsdihS‘l‘ the
window to block my View.

Our waitress broush-l' uS corn d\ips, and Rowla)z
took the socks off his hands so he could eat. T
didnt think i+ was such a great idea for all of us
+o be ﬂrnbb;hs cHPs out of the same basket while
Rawley had the chicken pox, so T ktP-l' it hear me.

EVery time Rawle?/ looked like he wanted a CHP, T
Pushe& one 1o him with a straw.
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T couldnt remember if the chicken pox is airborne,
so whenever Rowle;r talked T held my breath Just

to be sure.

At one point he told us a renlly |oh3 s-i'ar;z about
Same-i'hihg tha+ "\d??the& to him last summer, and
57 the end T almost Pnsse& out.

..AND THAT'S WHY MY
FAMILY WILL NEVER RENT
THAT BEACH HOUSE AGAIN!

T +old Ab;ﬂm‘l and Rowle?f t+hat T was Pnyihs for
dinher so -H\a)z should get whatever they wanted.
T was +r>z§h3 to show off a little for b}snil 571
+"\rawih3 r-?f moht;( around.
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But when the waitress came back, Abisail ordered
TWO appetizers, and so did Rowley.

The waitress couldht vnderstand what Rowle7
was sn)fihﬂ because of his scnrf, 'l‘lnoualn, and he
?ulle& it down to syenk. But when he did, a sihale
molecule of spit flew in the air and landed on my
bottom lEP.

POTATO
PEELERS,
| PLEASE!
) .

T let my Jaw go -l‘a-l'nll)z slack so the molecule
wouldn+ 3&'1‘ ihto m?f mouth. T 4ried to S'hny calm
on the outside, but on the inside T was totally
-Fr'tukihs out.
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T wanted to wipe rR/ lEP with my hd?kf’h, bot T4
&ra?Ped it on the floor and couldn® reach it. So
T waited until A{)Egn}l was distracted and then
wEPed my “P on her sleeve.

/[ DECIDED ON A
MAIN COURSE?

We Plnce& our order, and T asked for a Plnih
hnmburser +o save mht)f. Abiﬂd«?l ordered the
T—bahe s-i'enk, which is the most exPehsEVe item on
the menu, and Rawle?z got the same -H\ihg even
'l'}\ausln T was 'l'r'P(EhS to 5[3hd| for Nim 4o order
Some-i'Hha r}\enp.

I'LL HAVE WHAT THE
LADY IS HAVING!

-
A
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W}\eh our faa& came out, NY }\dmburser "\ﬁc}
le+tuce and tomato on T, because at Carh?z’s -H\e?/
ALWAYS 3&:‘# ?/Ot:r' order wrohg. T +ook off the
let+tuce and tomato, but there was myohmEse on
m?f burser, +oo.

When our waitress came around again, T +old
her T'd ordered a bur‘str with ha-ﬂ'\ihﬂ oh it. So
she ook a thkEh and Just wiPe& +he mnyohhnme
off, then left+ +he haPkEh rish-l' in the middle of
the table.

T lost my appetite after that. But even if T
WAS huhﬂr)/, T ?robd{ﬂy wouldnt have finished

mf meal nhywdu)z. 1f 7au clean your ?ld.-l'e at
Corhyji, -I']nereli a Pic-l'ure at the bottom -I'lnn-l' I
rmll?f cant stand.
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T Just sat there and waited while Ab?ﬂaﬂ and
P\awley ate their steaks, and when -H\ey finished
T sEﬂhnle& for the waitress to come over so L

could pay the bill.

But then Rawley and Ab;snil said -I'hey wahted
dessert. ﬂ\e whole reason we came to Carhfs n
-I']ne first Plnte was for -H\a &essar-l' bar, de\
comes free with your meal. But of course Rowle

and AbESnil each wanted to order a SPECIAL
dessert off the menu, which costs extra.
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T got vp and found our waitress to tell her i+ was
Rowleyls bEr—H\&nP/, because T knew then hed get
a free dessert. So a few minutes later the waiters
and waitresses all came out and sahg “H“PP)’

Birﬂ\&ny“ to Rowlt)f and gave him his free cake.

§ 3 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, /7
| HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU |

5 7

A{Jisnﬂ still ordered a -l‘rEPle—lnzer chocolate

cheesecake, which she ahl;z took two bites out of.

When the bill came, T couldnt BELIEVE how
much it was. T had to use all the money in m

wallet, and T even had +o Pull out the five dollars
I was kee?Ehﬂ N rny sock in case of an emergthcy.
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The waitress wouldnt take the mohey T had in my
sock because it was a little wet, so T had to 90
out o the car and ask Mr. Jefferson if he had a
five-dollar bill he could +rade.

)

When T got back to the table, Rowle?’ and

Abiﬁﬂil were in the middle of a conversation, and
it seemed Yo me like ﬂ'\e:y were sitting a [i+tle
closer than when T4 left.
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I ﬂ'\ous‘ﬂ' about sivihs Abisni] a l’\ﬂaés—u? ﬂ'\ﬁ'
she miah-f want to kee? her distance from Rawley,

but T was afraid she'd bail on the date if she
found out about 'H\e. c}\itkt’:h pox.

The three of us got back in the car, and Mr.
Jefferson drove us 4o school and &r’aPPed vs off
at the front door. He gave Rowley a bis l'ws,
which T'm sure seemed Preﬁ-l‘)( weird o Abisnil f
she Hwous}ﬁ' he renll)/ was a Pr'mfessiaml driver.

HAVE A

WONDERFUL
TIME!

/
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The theme of the dance was "MidhisH“ in Paris,”
and T have 1o admit the Dance Committee did a
Pr’ei-l‘)( soocl Jab. ‘ﬂwe gym was decked out to look
like a street in France. There was a loh3 table set
up with Puhcl'\ and shacks, and there was even a
chocolate fountain with strawberries for &iP?ihs.

| L{AL L] |AVMU|U|IK|
— L] 1 I JL L | -

We handed over our tickets and then 9ot in line
for P}\o‘l‘as. Each couPle had their Pir:l‘ur'e taken in
front of a backdr’nP of Paris.

193



W}\eh it was our turn, I stood wi‘l‘}\ Abi&di] and
the Pl’\a-fagrml:}wer snnPPed our P}\o-l-a. But T wish
T4 known Rawle?( was gohha get in the picture
WITH us, becavse T would've JuS'l‘ Ski??tc{ .

‘M n(igﬁf n (Pris

Valentine's Dance

Soma'.‘l‘hihs about the DJ looked familiar +o me,
and when T got closer T realized it was Uncle
Gary. Dont even ask me how HE got the Job.
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Uncle Ga.r?f mustVe seen it 4s an oP?or-i'uhH?f ‘o
unload his T-shirts on my classmates. T+ was dark
in the gym, so kids didnt know -Hwey were 3e++ih3

ri??ed off.

SOUVENIR
T-SHIRTS

Q 85 O

One minute Abisdil was $+nhdih3 risl'\‘l‘ next to me,
and the next she was gohe. T fihall?a sPoHed her on
ﬂ\e oﬂwer side of ﬂ'\e Q}zm +all<ih3 wi-Hw l-\e:r friends.

T walked over o them, but before T 9ot +here
ﬂ'\ey all went into the airls‘ bathroom +a3e+}\er.
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T have no idea what it is about airls that makes
them g0 +o the bathroom in groups, but 50me+¥'\ih3
about it ‘\nPPEhiha NOW renlly made me nervous.

T didn*t know what Abiﬁﬂil ﬂ'\aug*\‘l‘ of me, but T
ﬁgur’ed she was Prabnbly telling her friends ri3h+
at that moment. ‘ﬂ'\e boySJ bathroom is risl'\‘l‘ hext
+o the girlsj in the gyms so T went in there and
?ressed my ear to the wall.

/ ?@

T could hear a lot of gi&glihs, but T couldnt
really make out the conversation because of all +he
racket in ﬂ'\a bnysj bnﬂ'\r’aam.
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I tried o 3&1’ ?eo?lt +to 5+0P mkih& hoise, but

it was no use.

2 —
/@Lm //
—

T+ 30‘[‘ quie:l‘ on the other side of the wall, so T
walked back into the aym and Abisail and her
friends were over by the Punc}\.

At 7:50, Uncle Gar’y +urned up +he music, and it
looked like +he dance was gonna get started for
real. But that's when some people my Gramma’s age
started trickling in.

197



By 8:00 there must have been a hundred of them
crowded around the entrance. 'ﬂ\ere was Some Sort
of commotion between one of the teachers and a
few of the senior citizens, so T got closer to see

whn‘l‘ was soihs on.

The senior citizens claimed ﬂ\efd booked the gy
for a town meeting about +the new Senior Center.
Mrs. Sheer 4old +hem she reserved the ym for
the dance two weeks ago.

But the seniors said ﬂ'\e)/ reserved i+ two MONTHS
ago, and ﬂ'\ey had +he ?nPemork to prove it.

The Senior Center ?eaPle said us kids were gohha
have 1o clear out of the sym S0 'H'\ey could have

-Hwei r meeﬁhg.
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But then some of 4he S;rls on the Dance
Committee got in on +he conversation, and it

looked like i+ was about to 3&'1‘ uslp(.

Just when it seemed like a -Fisl'ﬁ' was gohna break
out, Mrs. Sheer 5u33es+ed a compromise. She said
we could put vp the partition in the middle of the
gym and the seniors could have their meeting on one
half and us kids could have our dance on the other.

,—PARTITION

SENIOR
CENTER
MEETING

( ) DANCE
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E.Vtrfbo&)f seemed to be able to live with that
E&en, and the Jnhi+ar ?U+ up the Pnr-l'E-Hah.

,

LasEhs half of the 571’*-. was kind of a l)umrner', but
what killed +he mood was the LIGHTS. Theres
ohly one switch for the overhead ||'3)n+5 in +he
%{m, and -l')ney had to be either all on or all off.

e senior citizens wanted +hem on for their
meeting, so that was the end of the “Midnight in
Paris” vibe over on our side of the spzm.

S —e—
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The brES}\-l' lEgh-l's were bad for Uncle Gnr;z, +oo,
because now all +he kids who {)aug]n'i' shirts from

him could see 'H'\E)f,& gotten rEPPt& off, and 'H'\E)f
started &emh&?hs their mhe;z back.

SOUVENIR
T-SHIRTS

Uncle Gary +ried to distract tveryohe by turhing

the music vp, and a lot of Peo\::le hit +he dance
floor.
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The Sirls danced in a b:‘s group in the middle of
the Iy Every once in a while a avy would -I'ry Yo
dance his way into the grovp, but the 3Er|5 had
formed a kind of wall that ke?-l' the ba)zs out.

T didnt really understand that until T tried

to make a move to break into the circle and 301’

-l'o-l'nll;/ blocked.

LA-CHI CHA-CHI
cHA-CHA!

One of the seniors came over to our side of the
gym and camPlnihe& +hat the music was too loud
nh& it htt&e& to be -l‘urhecl wn)r clawh.

S

SN

e
..—..{*, i
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So Uncle Gnrf lowered the volume b}( about 80%,
nhd ﬂ\eh we coul& henr eVery ward of 'ﬂ\e Senior

Center mee-ﬁhﬁ.

LET THE RECORD SHOW THAT MRS. FISHBURN
HAS SECONDED THE MOTION TO HAVE A
COFFEEMAKER IN THE KITCHENETTE.

MM VYMMM Y™

.

That didn seem 4o bother the girls, though. A
lot of them took out their PerSohnl muSic Players
and \jus-i' L’.t?‘i‘ &nhcihg.
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B)f that PaEh‘l’ most of the {:'075 had had ehough.
All that time being on their best behavior around
+he sErls had taken its toll, and a lot of the auys
Ju5+ ‘I‘u‘l‘c&“)/ cut loose.

Mrs. Sheer and the rest of the chm‘atmhes tried

+o calm the bapzs down, but it was haPeltss. T+
wads a renlly wild scene, and it was n-:-l'unll)z getting
a litte &nhseraus.

I 'l'\‘mush-l' about 30ih3 over {)7 ‘I‘he blenchers +to
sa-l' out of e\ferpmhejs wn)f, but at -Hm-l' moment

the Mad Pantser struck again and T decided T
was better off where T was.
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E very once in a while, a few latecomers would walk
in and turn r;ﬂh-l' back around when -1'}\&7 saw
what was ‘mPPahEhﬂ in the 3)’"" But at around
9:00, Michael SnmPSoh walked in hal&r‘hs Kands
with Cherie Btllnhger.

Michael was the ba;( Ab?ﬁd?l was SUPPOSED +o
9o to the dance with, but T guess his "'deily
al)lisn-ﬁah“ $+ar>1 was just a lie.
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Ah& Ju&sih& from the look on his -tht, T dont
think he was expecting Ab?ﬂd?l +o be there, either.

After that, it was Just a whole lot of drama.
Michael took off and left his date behind, and
Abism‘l spent +he next half hour bnwl?hg Ker eyes
out in the corner of the s)frn.

T did what T could o \\EIP make A{)iﬂm‘l feel
be-H'er, but she kind of had a crowd around her,
so L'm not sure she nc-l'ually noticed.

206



Right about that time, the Senior Center meeting
wrn?\)e& vp, ahcl a few of -1+.e seniors s-hr-i'e&
cirhc'i'ihg over to our side of the 3){1’*1 and he|Pih3
themselves +o the refreshments.

'ﬂ\ey went ﬂwaus}\ the strawberries Pre-l'-l'?/ quick,
and then there was ho-i'lnihg for Peo\)le +o &i? n
+he chocolate fountain.

mM#@(AM@WQ
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So kids started s-l';ck;hs their -Fihsars &irec-l'l)z n
the fountain, and it was Carhyjs all over again.

L _AMUUR| )
T =

GG
GLUG ‘-—ﬁcﬂ .

b

One kid lost a contact lens in ‘l‘\'\t c}\acah-l'e
fountain, and Mrs. Sheer had e‘weryohe stand back
so she could fish it out when it (‘.)!C.'E.cl back +hrou3}\.

A(FIE| |AIM[D[UIR
o

L

Since the meeting was over, Uncle Gnry turned
-H\e. music back up-
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But the old folks started mk?hs sohg raques-l's,
and the next 'H\fhg you knew, our Valentine's Dny

clnhct wadsS ovVerrun l:'y senior citizens.

T Just watched E\r'er')f‘ﬂ'\ihs Pld?f out from my spot
against +he back wall, wuh&erihs why T4 even
wanted o go to the dance in the first ?lnce. T
was also starting to regret not wearing +he bo&y
sPrd?f T found in Rodrick’s \juhk clmwtr, because
Great Uncle Bruce's cologhe was attracting PeaPle
outside rn}l age group.

?
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T+ was almost 10:00, and Uncle Gnr;z ahhounced
that the next sohg would be the last one of the
hEﬁln-l‘. When the music started ?lnyihs, a few
kids PnEre& up and walked out on the dance floor
as cau?lts, which was the first +ime that had
hn\)?ehe& all hEgln-l'.

T couldnt wait for the song to end, because this
dance was a total disns-l'er, and T \jus-l' wanted
‘o 90 home and Pld)( some Video games so T could
erase the whole experience from my brain.

Bu-l'\juﬁ' when T 'l')nnusin-l' -I')nEhSS couldnt 3&‘]‘ nh)f
worse, 'I: Saw Rub;z Bir& nh& s)ne was comihs r'is)n-l'

for me.
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= L ogle .50

T didnt know if she was gonhha ask me to dance
or if Td somehow done SarnE'l'Hhﬂ +o make her
mn&, but T did not want to end up SEHEhs
bitten at a middle school dance.

T looked for some way to escape, bot T was
+rn\7?e&. Luckil)f, Ab?snil walked rish-l' out of the
bathroom at that exact moment, and T 3rn{>be&
her hand Juﬁ' before Rub)f got to me.

AN
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Abism'l‘s mnktuP was a mess from all the -:rfihg,
but T didnt renlly care. 1 was Just }\nﬂ)y Yo
hn‘ft ah excuse ‘o st-l' nwny from Ru{)?f Ah& to be
honest with you, T +hink Ab;an;l WaSs hn\)?y +to
see me, too, so I led her to an emP-I')/ spot on
the dance floor.

T'd never slow-danced with a 3Er’| before, so T
didn4t know where T was SUPPoSE& to Pu-l' m;z
hands. She put Kers on my shoulders, and 1

put mine in my pockets, but that felt kind of
dumb. So we met in the middle, and +that seemed
about rr'sln-l'.

Then T noticed something on Abigail's chin. T+
was a little red {)umP that looked EXACTLY like

one of Rawleyji chicken pox.
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Naw, before I 547 whn-l' hnﬂ)ahe& hext, let me
Just exPlnEh n my defense that T was nlrendr on
e&se. about the whole chicken pox 'H\ihs-

But T admit, T MAY have overreacted a little.

I‘l‘ turns out i+ WASN'T cl’xickth pox, ﬂ'\oua}w. I+

was just a PEm?le. When Abisail Was cr;n'hs, her
mnkeu? mustVe wnsht& off her d\i‘n.

Ah)/wny, T know that NOW, but nh)/ahe n rn;(

shoes Probnﬂy would Ve reacted the same exact way

T did.
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But T dont think Abisail saw i+ that way, because
on the ride home she wasn+ real d-mHy with me.

When we ?ulle& up to Ab?ﬂnirs house, Rowh?/
walked her +o the front door. That was fine with
me, because i+ gave me 4 chance to finish of £ the
rest of the chocolates. And after the h?sln-l' T
Just had, T was +a+n“>z STARVING.
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We&hes&n?f
A lot has l'm??ehed since the Valentine's Pny dance.

A few clﬁys g0 Uncle Gary bough‘l’ a bunch of
scratch tickets with the mohey he made selling
T-shirts, and one of his tickets was a far-l')z—
thousand-dollar winner. So he ?nEd Dad the mohey
"\t awecl Hm, wEshecl me luck wi-l'h -l']ne "lnclies," nhcl
moved out of the house.

The other bEﬁ news is that T got a full-blown
case of the chicken pox.

215



I cant Sduf for sure haw I 30'1’ -I']nt’:rn, but I
renlly haPt it wasn+t from Rawley, becauvse T 'm not
that crazy about the idea of a bunch of ROW'EY}S

virus cells d'H'dckEhs my immune SyS'I'em.
B,
p

Tm Pre-l'+7/ sure T DIDN'T get the chicken pox
from Rowley, 'l'hous\'\. T Ve seen him wulkihs +to
school the past few dnys, and from what T can
tell, he's been wearing his mom's mktuP on his
chin. So T +hink +hose red bum\as miﬂh-l"\fe been
?im?les, Just like Ab?ﬂﬁ[lls.

And SPtnkihg of Rowlt?f and A{)Eﬂnﬂ, T Keard
that the two of them are a couPle now. All T can
say is if that's true, it makes Rowle;z +he wors+
wingmah in h;s+ar7.
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I‘m SU?POSE‘.& ‘o S'l'd.)( harﬂe from St"\oal for at
least a week. ﬂ\e Saod news is +that with e\.fer?/ohe
out of the ]nauSt, T can take |ahs baths without

nh?mhe ba-l'har[hs me.

But T will admit all that floating around isnt as
Sren-l' as T remember i, and after \jus-l' an hour

)/our skin 5*‘-"‘5 all wn‘hkly. So don+t ask me how T
lived that way for nine months.

Plus, T get a little lahely beihs {J?/ mysel-l: all cln;r.

Or at least T THINK T'm alone. Toclny T Kad a
fresh towel next to the +ub, and when T oPahe&
m?f e.?/ei it was gone.

So either iome{)o&y's me55ih3 with me, or J-ohhh?(
Cheddar is at it nSnEh.
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Love is in the air—but what
does that mean for Greg

Heffley?

A Valentine's Day dance at
Greg's middle school has
turned his world upside
down. As Greg scrambles
to find a date, he's worried
he'll be left out in the cold
on the big night. His best
friend, Rowley, doesn't have

any prospects either, but that’s a small consolation.

An unexpected twist gives Greg a partner for the dance and leaves
Rowley the odd man out. But a lot can happen in one night, and in the
end, you never know who's going to be lucky in love.
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